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I. - Fosmon Porrrics. 


ryavarta [Ranchi] of the 7th January learns that the enlig 
nan s en redding fo nton are warning the 


The enlightened Chinese party inst the entry of the English ople into 
of Usaton and the British policy Chi r i ing that it is in this 


owards et, by say : 
date way that they have en a country like 
In l | 1 
2, In the Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 12th January Munshi Syed epa. 
a a — Ishaq writes as follows from Birpur in 
Sirdar Inayetulla Khan's vieit Burdwan :— 3 
my n a 
the visit paid to Oaloutta by Sirdar Inayet the favourite son o 
the Amir of Afghanistan, tha ride of the Islamic world. As we owe this 
visit to our benevolent and popular Viceroy, Lord Curzon, we take this occasion 
to express to His Excellency our most heart-felt, thanks. 3 
3. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 16th January fears that the u. sou, 1905, 
i recent fighting between the Khans of Dir and 
„Ae Tua et a Nawagai has sown the seed for serious troubles. 


4. The same paper assures the public that there is no ground for the fear Anm Baraavan 


The Kabul Mission which most of the statesmen of Europe are enter- 
Mission at Kabul. 


taining on account of the presence of the British a 
5. The same paper says that the manner in which Sirdar Inayetulla Khan 41" 
1 wWeas received by the Government on the occasion of 
ee his recent visit to Calcutta indicates the existence of 
cordial relations between India and Afghanistan. The success of the Mission 
would be a further proof of such relations, We are therefore anxiously awaiting 
the results of the Mission, 355 3 
6. According to the Indian Daily Telegraph of Lucknow, says the Hin dg. 
Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 16th January, some 
good. doctors are greatly wanted in Persia. All 
the medica] officers accompanying the Persian Mission are busily employed in 
relieving the sufferings of the sick Persians. If the Government could. establish 
its influence in Persia by means of these doctors, so much the better.. : 
7. In reference to the statement which appeared in the Psaneer that, as He ke, 
— ana Russia may still claim her right to the possession 0 
of Was. Hal. Wai by England. of Port Arthur, England cannot evacuate: Wei-Hai- 
Wai for the present, the Hitavaria Calcutta] of tlie 
15th January observes that it was well known that England would find out some 
pretext or other for retaining possession of that port. This dishonesty on her 
part is not a new thing, because nat to disgorge what once has been swallowed 
is the guiding principle of the British nation. The giving up of what has been 
secured seems to them a great sin. It is true that England is glad of Japan's 
successes, but this would not induce her to neglect. her own interests. 


Persia needs a supply of doctors. 


Il.—Home ApMINISTRATION. 


, (a)—Police. . | 
8. The Charu: Mikir- [Mymensingh] of the 10th January complains Cav Mmm, 
3 of the increasing frequency of thefts: and dn. 10th, 1906. 
i ae Nabil. daooities in the northern part of Tangail. It is ns 
pointed out that there were six or seven dacoities-in these parts in the course of 


last year. One dacoity was reported from Gabsara village some time after 
the last Puja. Aud during: last week two fresh cases were reported from 
Denpur in the Kalihati thana and Debipur near Gopalpur. Village Daulatpur 
in thana Kalibati was: the scene of another dacoity last year; when about 
Rs. 7,000 in cash was stolen from the house of one Gaur Chand Modak: 
Daulatpur and Denpur are comparatively populous villages, but tlie villagers 

being without arms, can offer no resistance to the dacoits who come armed. It 

is understood that the local police last year recommended the grant of gun- 1 
licenses to certain villagers: of Narandia and Daulatpur. But unfortunately the 
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recommendation has not yet been acted on by the superior authorities. A 
mitigation of the severity of the Arms Act will act as a great check to the 
depredations of these dacoits. There is a large element of professional lathials 
in the population of these parts. The leaders of these lathials should be 
searched out. Unless stringent measures are adopted, there is no hope of any 
effective check being imposed on these increasing outrages. Last year a cessa- 
tion of the activities of these ruffians was noticed after a series of prosecutions 
had been instituted under section 110. The chur on the banks of the Jamuna 
is the home of a large colony of lawless characters. Siraj gan) is one of the 
places where they sometimes assemble in large numbers. he river-police on 
the Jamuna urgently requires strengthening. A special expert detective officer 
should be.deputed to cope with the increase of crime in these parts 3 

9. The Burdwan danpivani [Burdwan] of the 10th January draws attention 

to an alarming increase in the number of thefts 
—— of theft cases in in the district of Burdwan. It is remarked that 
from the conduct of the police on the occasion of 
a theft, it would appear that the duty of the guardians of the peace is to 
follow in the track of a thief only after he has escaped. In none of the several 
cases already reported do the police seem to have succeeded in bringing the 
offenders to book. It is suggested that in view of the state of things now 
prevailing it is desirable that gun-licenses should be issued in the present year 
in larger numbers, instead of in fewer numbers, as is being actually done. 
Further, it is pointed out that the arrangements for lighting the town of 
Burdwan at night require to be improved. 

10. A correspondent of the Khulnavasi [Khulna] of the 14th January 
33 er rt 0 a an increase of 22 * been 
Lime in & village in the noticeable for some years past in village Jaynagar, 

— in the Satkhira — of Khuina. At the 
present time, owing to the diminishing number and increasing poverty of the 
resident bhadralog class of the village population, rowdy characters seem to 
have completely got out of hand. Helpless female householders are frequently 
disturbed at night out of their sleep by loud knockings at their door and 
treated to vile abuse. Their kitchens also are often invaded. Fruits in the 
gardens are always misappropriated. The police rarely visit the village 
except in cases of extreme urgency. The chaukidars are utterly useless 
for protection. 

11. The Dacca Prakas [ Dacca] of the 15th January says that a number 


ä ; of thefts with house-breaking has occurred in 
Donn ditt villages in the Jaypara, Latakhola, Kartikpur and other villages 
near Vikrampur in the Dacca district. Thefts of 


other kinds have also occurred in the locality. The local chaukidars and 


dafadars show aculpable negligence in the discharge of their duties. The 
attention of the District Superintendent of Police is drawn to the matter. 

12. The Hitavadi e of the 1 i January writes on the authority 

: of a correspondent, that a European named Meareg, 

— — duet care in the while out shootin g, killed an 1 and seriously 

wounded two others at a place called Rishikunda 

in the Monghyr district. There was a quarrel, but the details have not yet 

been reported. The District Superintendent of Police, it is said, is trying to 

hush up the matter by calling it an accident, as also by persuading the injured 

ty to accept Ks. 100 as compensation. The District Magistrate is said to 

ve himself taken up the enquny; and the result is awaited with anxiety. | 
13. A correspondent of the Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 14th 


January says that recently Babu Rajkrishna 
Bhadurhi, an inhabitant of Chakravarti Ghat Road, 
Bali, district Howrah, applied, through a pleader's 
muharrir, for renewal of a license for keeping a pistol. The Bali police, on 


enquiry, reported that Babu Rajkrishna had died a few months d the 
— ak was indicted for having made an application in the . 1 dead 
enh It was afterwards proved in the Howrah Criminal Court that Babu 


rishna was living and was not dead, and the matt d uch i 
the nature and worth of the police which is entrusted with | sgh sc eae fle 


h the work of keeping 
the peace in the country. Who is responsible for the trouble caused 0 che 


The Bali police i 
district, police in the Howrah 
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muharrir and Babu Rajkrishna in the above case? The authorities should 
enquire into the matter. 1 


14. In noticing the case in which one Halimollah in charge of a police- . 


3 station of Sherpur had beaten a chaukidar so hard 
A chaukidar beaten to deach by that he died of the injuiries in hospital, the Hindi 
ca ay hae: Bangavasi | Calcutta; of the 16th January asks 
whether the Government would yet take some steps to inflict exemplary 
punishment on, and to keep a sharp eye on the doings of, its pet the police. 
15. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 14th January draws attention 
A ˙m OE defects in the excise administration 
Tous admimißtrahion in Calcutta. f Calcutta. First, in connection with the siddhi 
shops it is pointed out that the license for all the siddht shops in the 
town and suburbs is held by only one person of the name of Chunilal Ahir, — 
Now, the grant of a wes ee for the sale of an intoxicant may not be strictly 
illegal, but must be admitted to be dangerous from the point of view of the 
purchasing public. And the actual practice of these stddhi shops proves the 
truth of this supposition. The market price of siddhi is two rupees per seer; 
it matters not whether this price was fixed by Government or by the licensee, 
But to retail buyers, whose purchase is limited to a pice or two’s worth of the 
article, the price charged is five rupees per seer. And, further, the quantity 
purchased is not actually weighed out in the presence of the buyer, but is 
simply dealt out in ready-made small packets. | | 
: 8 ing next to the case of the liquor shops, it is noticeable that the sale 
of liquor after 9 f. u., which was temporarily stopped owing to the strict 
measures adopted by Mr. Bignell, the Commissioner of Police, has again been 
resumed and is now in full swing. The only difference between then and now 
is that formerly the customers used to be admitted into the shops through 
back doors, and served in private rooms distinct from the public bar; 
nowadays, the liquor is sold through the agency of the refreshment (chdé¢, shops 
adjoining. Another device also adopted by some proprietors of liquor shops 1s 
to hire a room near the original shop, to deposit a quantity of liquor there, and 
at night to station a man in front of the closed doors of his main shop, who acts 
as the agent to fetch the quantity required by intending purchasers from the 
new branch establishment. 
| ‘Thirdly, with regard to the sale of cocaine, although cocaine has now been 
formally gazetted to be an exciseable article, it does not appear that there are 
any properly licensed vendors for its sale. In truth, the Excise Department 
seems to be playing a farce over this question of cocaine-selling. 3 
With regard to the sale of opium, again, it may be pointed out that the 
quantity of opium actually brought out of the Government godowns daily is 
much less than the quantity actually sold every day in the town. It cannot 
be pleaded that the officers of the Excise: Department are ignorant of this fact. 
Finally, it may be generally remarked that similar defects will be found 
on examination to prevail in connection with the sale of almost all other 
exciseable articles, such as guli, chandu, charas, etc. 
16. A correspondent Pa the Swad:s Hitaishi [Rangpur] of the 14th 
: ‘ anuary writes as follows: 5 : 
ee oe My impression: was that the proprietor of the 
firm of W. Major & Co. was a European. It was under this belief that I 
successively bought and used four bottles of their Electro-Sarsaparilla.” But, 
alas! I did not know then that in attempting to cure myself I was only buyin 
so much poison, and hastening the day of my death. Many friends ha 
advised me to try another medicine, but the long and attractive advertisement in 
the pa induced in me the idea that in the Electro-Sarsaparilla ” I had 
found the medicine of medical science. But in practice the effect has turned 
out to be just the reverse of what I expected. The four bottles of Sarsaparilla” 
that I had already consumed broke down my constitution and laid me up with 
gout. Besides, it brought on numerous other complaints, It thus appears that 
there are lots of people deceiving the confiding mufassal public. with ail sorts of 
noxious mixtures. Is there no legal protection available in this eases? 
We shall 8 8 in subsequent issues of our paper many other certificates 
of Messrs, W. Major & Co., couched in terms similar to the above. The simple- 
hearted mufassal public are deluded by pompous and puffing advertisements into 


Jan. 16th, 1905. 
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Writer has seen the above statement translated as. “ he was on his 
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taking all of medicines and thereby inflicting immense mischief on them- 
selves, We aball ewer bring before the Rangpur public some certificates 
from victims who are suffering from colds, coughs, malgrious fevers and numerous 
complaints of other descriptions, from using R. Laugin & Co. s “ Healing 
Bahn,” es 7 ante 

ing to the oppression committed by the Kabuli pedlars in the 
e — the Hindi Bangavasi {Calcutta} of the 16th 
The Kabylis in the mufafzal. January observes that the strictures redentl Rien 
nothing, 


by the local High Court on the conduct of the Kabulis have come. to 
since their excesses continue unabated. | 
(6)— Working of the Courts. f 
b correspondent of the Khulna [Khulna } of the 12th Jan aly says 
TO er Pee “that recently the Deputy Magistrate of Satkhiy 
The Deputy Magistrate of made a large expenditure of money for the reception 
pices e ipaad of Mr. Ahmed, the District Magistrate of Khulna, 
at that town. But whence did the money come? Surely from the. W 
Fund which has been opened under the auspices of the Deputy Babu and tha 
management of his head- — This fund is maintained by contributions levied 
on people drawing money from the local treasury, receiving compensations from 
the Criminal Court, and taking or applying for licenses for fire-arms, and on 
criminals admitted to bail. Nearly Rs, 500 have, mp, 9 this time, accumulated 
in the fund. Why are not the Deputy Babu and his amla transferred to other 
places? Many of the ri er have been working for long periods, in some cages 
even 30, or 40 years, at Satkhira. Why should they be allowed to remain ag 
fixtures at the place and extort money from people by their arts and insinua- 


tions 7 
Pa 
ju 


19, The same paper. says that Babu Jnan Chandra Pal, the 
| Magistrate of Khulna, generally makes 

Babu Jnan Chandre Fal, the. enquiries so late as 10 or 15 days after the receipt 
6 „of information, on oath, of imminent breach of 
public tranquillity with deadly weapons, etc., under section 107, with the result 
thin his jurisdiction. An examination of 


that cases of rioting have increased wi 
the complaints, ae hops at Jnan Babu’s Court and the station diary kept at 
the local police-station will not only prove the truth of this statement but also 
show that many cases do not even see the light of investigation or trial. It 
may be that many of them are false or unfounded, but why should they: not be 
tried in open Court? The greater part of the Deputy Babu's time is spent. in 
reading newspapers, smoking cigarettes, doing bundle work,” taking tiffin, ete. 
He begins the actual work of the Court after 4 or 5 o’clock in the aftemnoc 
and even at that late hour, refuses to grant adjournments, if prayed for. In the 
case. Ram Chandra Chakrayarti versus Madhu Dhali and others a witness. said; 
“etait c I fx.” In a certified copy of the evidence of the. witness. the 
dhoty.” II 
this does not prove to be a mistake of the copyist, Government is anil to 
abolish the system of nomination, if others thun graduates are capable of being 
appointed Deputy Magistrates by it. . 3 

20. A correspondent of the Samigani [Calcutta] 


of the 12th January 

A corrupt Honorary Magistrate cg, twelve H M | | 4 

128 here are twelve Hono agistrates on the 
Noakhali Sadar Bench. G of these twelve is 

known to accept bribes, the amount of which varies from two to five rupees. 
On market days he is content to take two rupees; on other days he will not 
accept anything under five. The corrupt practices of this Magistrate have 
long been a matter of notoriety to the local public, but curiously enough the 
District Magistrate seems to be unaware of his evil reputation, This corrupt 
Honorary Magistrate sometimes sits as presiding mh e te, #.¢., he decides 
cases singly when a difference of opinion is found. to prevail between the 
It is to be oped that 

disgracing the Noakhali 


two Magistrates who usually compose a Bench. 
soon remove this man who is 


Government will 
Bench. 


. 


are 
ee ee 
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21. A qorrespondernt of the Daily Hitavads [Caleutta) of the 16th January 
: 1 of the antecedents of Babu Mahatap 
Allegations ene K me Chandra Banerji and Babu Haris Ohandra 
r Banerji, two Honorary Magistrates of Rampur Hat 
2 in Birbbum, and calls for their removal from the 
justice and of the good reputation of the local Magistracy 
of Babu Mahatab Chandra that he was formerly a 
member. of the railway station staff, but lost his appointment. Various 
rumours are credited against him among the local public. On one occasion he 
was publicly accused of accepting bribes. Thanks to the services of Mr. Ahmed, 
the then District Magistrate, he managed somehow to escape, but was requested 
to resign his geat on the Bench. He was, however, saved by the intervention of 
the Divisional Commissioner, who argued that there was not sufficient ground for 
his removal, as he had cleared himself of the charge brought against him. 
Recently, however, it is rumoured that he has again been called on to resign bx ö 
Mr. 8. 6 Mukerji, the present District Magistrate. He has ceased attending | 
Court, but has not yet formally resigned. The hope is expressed that the : i 
District Magistrate will this time insist on his resgamg., if 
As regards the case-of Babu Haris Chandra Banerji, he; is an ¢z-Deputy if 
Magistrate who was removed from service at such short notice that intimation 
of the fact had to be sent by wire, He was at first refused @ pension, but 
subsequently after a good deal of intercession managed to get it. ) 
22, Referring to the conduct of the Honorary i rian Haji Yasin  Brmavanta, 
trate of A Buxar, the Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 15th Jan. 16h, 1906. 
Bon, far Magistrate of January says that the Haji used to extort: money __ 
: ‘4 from people by threatening them with punishment 
in cases coming up. before him for trial. His conduct having in this way 
become intolerable, one Lala Sridhar, along with some other respectable men, 
sent a petition to the Government complaining against him. On this the Haji 
brought a criminal case against the petitioners on a charge of offering him 
bribe in cases alleged to be pending in his Court against some of them. But 
it was found on inquiry that at the time not one such case was on the 
file of the Haji. This sbows the. veracity of the Haji. But the local 
Magistrate believed him and permitted him to prosecute Lala Sridhar. The 
latter has applied for his case to be tranferred to another Court. It is to be 
hoped that the prayer will be granted, Will the Hon’ble Babu Saligram Singh 


be pleased to interpellate the Government regarding this case to justify his seat 
in the Council? 


Daur Hrravant, 


Bench in the interests of 
generally. It is — 
local 


23. Referring to tlie case of Haji Shah Muhammad Yasin Honorary amr Hreavant 
ome agistrate of Buxar, the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] Jan. 17th, 1906. 
at y 5 Honor. of the 17th J anuary draws attention to the query 


made in the columns of the Hindi paper, the 

Bihar Bandhu, namely, whether this Haji was identical with the man of 

the same name who used some years ago to deceive confiding village N 

at the Makdum Shaheb’s mé/a, near Bebia station, by professing to sell to 
— r e a fulfil So desire of each. Attention is also 
rawn to the affidavit made in the Caloutta High Court by a yeung zamindar 
named Sridhar Persad. It appears from this affiaavit that the deponent was 
instrumental in getting up a petition against the Haji to the Bengal Govern- 
ment on the 15th September last. On the 18th September following, the 
Haji charged the deponent and some others falsely and maliciously with 
offering him a bribe of Rs. 5 on the 15th September last in connection with 
the err of a case which was before him. Subsequently, on oath before 
the District Magistrate, the Haji changed the date on which the bribe was 
alleged to have been offered from the 15th to the 13th September. The 
Haji’s object in making this change was to prove that the petition to Govern- 
ment by Sridhar Prasad was an attempt to discredit him after the attempt 

to bribe him had failed. The deponent denies the fact of offering bribes, as 
also his connection with the case in question, and further declares. that on 
the 18th September the papers of the case in question were actually not with 
the Haji at all. So much for the facts as alleged in this affidavit: The 
case ig now uncer trial by Mr. Lucy, the very man to whom the Haji owes his 
present elevation. It is further noticeable that the Haji is in daily communi- 
cation, both oral and written, with Mr. Lucy over this casa. As an instance 
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of the bias which Mr. Lucy is 7 ing towards the Haji in connection 
with this case, it may be mentioned that the Haji having represented to 
Mr. Lucy that he could not procure even a single witness in his favour, 
LIN. Mr. Lucy declared that as the Haji was an Honor Magistrate his testimony, 
1 1 made on oath, might be unhesitatingly accepted as conclusive and did not 
Bry 


require to be corroborated by other witnesses. ; 
vn, 24. Referring to the acquittal of Mr. Rolt by the High Court, the 
Jan. 18th, 1905. Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th January says that 
The Rolt ess. although the decision has been what might be 


=m | expected from the records of the case, yet there is one point in the case which 
= 6 ought to be pondered over, All the currency notes were found entered in 
. Mr. Rolt’s account in the Bank and their numbers corresponded with those 
already known. So the affair cannot be dismissed as altogether baseless, It 
cannot be said that failure of justice can never take place in the High Court, 
If Government publishes the explanation of Mr. Lea, it will help to test the 
11 soundness of the judgment passed by the High Court; otherwise, if the 
11 correctness of the olen ent be assumed, it must be admitted that it discloses 
= an instance of ulm on the part of civilians. It is ap to be regretted that 
11 although Mr. Rolt's character has been proved to be spotless in Court, yet some 
111 degree of doubt seems to linger about the matter. Government should publish 
1 Mr. Lea's explanation for the satisfaction of the public. 
| — gy 25. In reference to the sentence of rigorous imprisonment passed by 
W 3 the Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court upon 
Mr. Cowie's entenoo. Mr, Cowie, Barrister-at-Law, the Hitavaria 
[Calcutta] of the 15th January says that the European Judges ought to 
follow the example set by the Chief Justice, and that they should not com- 
promise the high prestige of that Court under the influence of race prejudice. 
1 Buanat Mr, 26. The Bharat Mitra \ goss of the 14th January does not approve of 
1 Jan, 1éth, 1906. 0 the sentence of transportation for life passed by 
i! er, Agere the Sessions Judge of Sylhet on one Kanu for 
1 murdering his wife found in the arms of a stranger. 
Buanat Mia.. 27. In reference to the petition by a nobleman of the Punjab to the Lieu- 
3 i 5 tenant-Governor for permission to prosecute: a 
the Punjab. defamation case in Pigtrict and Sessions J udge of the Punjab for 
defamation, the same paper says that if His 
EF eh Honour grants the petition and the accused Judge is brought to his senses 
i by the Court, it will serve as a lesson to his fellow-officers of a similar 
* 1 temperament. 3 85 ms, ee ee 


— — 


(d Education. 


aur. 28. A correspondent of the Santi [ Madaripur] of the 30th December 
Dee, Woch, 1904, ane notices certain complaints in connection with the 
bana amination at Faridpur. ~~) Middle vernacular and Middle English en : 
aha 8215 examinations held at the Government Zilla 
a, building at Faridpur on the 19th and 20th December last :— 
a (1) The examination in geography was continued after nightfall, when 
great difficulty was sure to be experienced in map-pointing, even 
with the aid of lamps. ) ee : 
(2) Six questions were set in mathematics, which occupied 35 minutes 
in the taking down. Yet the examinees were expected to 
answer them in the course of an hour only. For certain 
students the e some cf the questions was needlessly 
1. increased by the bad and unintelligible Bengali into whi 
1 3 they were translated from the original English. 
ies aur Hrrav | ° ° , an 
u Jan, 170, 1905. 29. A correspondent of 2 * Bitavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th J 22 
i 8 notices certain complaints in connection with the 
7 | idaho, sal og 0 Scholarship examination in the 
Kan nti 
centre specially. It is allered— a Division generally and at the Midnapore 
(1) that in many cases no regular programme of the order in which the 
examinations in the different subjects were to be held was 
previously circulated among the examinees ; 


ae 
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9) that in some of the centres, owing to the absence of printed question 
©) papers, the interval that should be allowed 2 the ret and 


second halves of the examination each day was occupied in the 
taking down of the questions by the candidates to dictation ; 

8) that at Midnapore at the examination in drawing the Upper Primary 

* students vere allowed to draw with pen and ink 2 they 
had not provided themselves with pencil and eraser; 

(4) that in the question paper on Bengali literature, in addition to a great 
many printer’s errors, some other unnecessary intricacies were 
noticeable. ft eae 


30. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 13th Jan expresses 

’ . at the fact that Munshi Mojamme Hag's 
Menshi „ Mojammel Hude Sisuranjon Barnasikeha has found a in the list 
99 of text-books for the schools in the Chittago 
Division. It is pointed out that there is a peculiar fitness in the selection of a 
text-book written by a Musalman for use in the Chittagong Division, as in that 


Division the Musalmans form the great majority of the population, and — 
in a large measure the peculiar characteristics of their community. The hope is 
expressed that the book will command a t sale in Chittagong, and that the 
local school authorities will take — interest in furthering its circulation 
in view of the fact that is is written by a memberof their own eve xeon, And, 
finally, a request is made to the Government of Bengal to extend special 
patronage to this book as an encouragement to Musalman authors generally. 

31. The Suhrid [Noakhali] of the 138th January says that in spite of the 
1 introduction of the Kindergarten system of teaching, 

er en neation be. cramming is as prevalent as ever. The syllabus 
prescribes the learning of many things which it is 

not intended to be learnt from books. But the inspecting officers and others 
of the Education Department are so desirous of makin g money by being authors 


Jan. 19th, 1906, 


SuHRID, 
Jan. 18th, 1906. 


that hardly any item of the syllabus escapes from being made the subject of | 


books written by some of them, And these books do not lack purchasers 

because no one dares displease the inspecting officers. The only change which 

has taken place since the introduction of the new system is that the place of 

such eminent authors as Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar, Akshay Kumar 

Datta, etc., in the department of text-books, has been taken by mediocre 

— officers and English publishing houses, such as Messrs. Macmillan 
o. 


32. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 15th January 
!:!!! ̃ĩ⅛ OE follows :— 
„ It is rumoured at Dacca that the publishers of 
Pandit Prasanna Chandra Bidyaratna’s Sahiiya 
Pustak are refusing to sell copies of the book to the public unless they are bought 
together with copies of a key which they offer for sale. The Director of Public 
Instruction has promulgated a circular against the use of keys in schools. His 
attention is therefore drawn to theabovematter. Besides this, it isan oppression 
on poor people to compel them to purchase keys for their children. 


33, In reference to 12 Lende of the last Pee Educational 
ie erence regarding a separate University for 
University ana ta moral effet Muhammadans, the Hi tavarta [Calcutta j of ihe 15th 

= January does not see the necessity of such a 
University, specially because it will help the: British policy of ‘divide and 
rule.“ When every effort is being made for bringing about a union between 
the two peoples, the official class will try to separate them. This is not 8 
— it is to be regretted that many 6 follow the directions of such 
0 cials. st Seat | | 1 ie 


(- Local Self-Government and Munteipal Administration. 


- Dacca Prakas, 
Jan. 15th, 1906, 


Hrravarra, 
Jan. 15th, 1906, . 


34. Referring to the report of the Septic Tanks Committee, published in the, Paasusnas, 
Caleutta Gazette, the Samvad Prabhakar [Calcutta] say 10th, 1906. 


Commitee tthe Septic Tanks of the 10th January observes that a perusal of the 


report is apt to give one the idea that in their 
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BanNGAvasl, 


JYOTI, 
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inion the question referred to the Committee had reference to the danger 
from these ‘nptallations to the water-supply of the two towns of Calcutta and 
Howrah alone, But as a matter of fact the danger isinot confined to those towns 
only. The inhabitants of many villages along the banks of the river use its 
water for drinking, bathing and religious purposes, A man bathes in order to 
clean and purify Fimsell. And where is the scientist who can say that these 
purposes may be fulfilled by bathing in water which holds fœcal matter in 
solution? It is found by experience that at the time. when the current of fœcal 
effluent from the septic tanks is discharged into the river, it becomes impossible 
for people to remain standing in the water and say their prayers. Granting that 
flow of the current would rapidly carry this impure discharge away to the sea, the 
Committee do not appear to have suggested any. arrangement whereby bathing 
and drinking of water by the public can be suspended during the time that the 
offensive matter is in course of being moved down the river. There are lakhs of 
ple living on both banks of the river, besides the luxurious inhabitants of 
Gal cutta and Howrah, whose interests have to be considered. These people 
also have equal claims with the inhabitants of these two towns upon Government 
to have their health, purity and thirst attended to. Soit is desirable that the 
discharge from the septic tanks into the river should be prohibited, not only 
during the dry season, but in other seasons as well. | me 
The Committee express the opinion that the “stoppage of the present 
system“ of septic tanks, and its replacement by the old system of ‘'insanital 
latrines would probably inerease rather than diminish the pollution” of 
the river., Let the Committee therefore consider how greatly the health of 
these villages has suffered in the past from the discharge of ‘‘raw sewage” 
into the river. Is not the existence of these latrines in connection with the 
mills one of the causes of the excessive prevalence of malaria in the villages 
about Calcutta? „ i 
The best way of disposing of night-soil is perhaps incineration at a spot 
some distance away from habitations. The ashes obtained from incineration 
may perhaps be sold as manure, As far as can be gathered, all that the 
Committee approve of is the septic tanks system. They do not quite approve 
of the effluent being discharged into the river, but desire that other ways 
be found of disposing of it. 
35. The Bangavasi {Calcutta} of the 14th J angry quotes the follow- 
: ing passage from the report of the Septic Tanks 
be report of the Septic Tanks Committee, published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 
4th January last :— ee 
„The sentimental and religions objections to the pollution of the Hoo have not 
been 4 — but it will be seen from the minutes of 3 that a differctce of opinion 
exists regarding the latter, and the real objection appears to be sentimental rather than 
religious, and to be largely due to ignorance of the transformation effected in the nature of 
the sewage by its passage through the septic tanks.” Ce 


and comments on it as follows: 


There is nothing strange in the above opinion, considering that the 
Committee was composed solely.of Europeans. The real feeling of a Hindu 
can be understood only by a Hindu. Even if the discharge of effluents is 
stopped at all points along the river above Tolly’s Nullah, who can guarantee 
that this restriction will be enough to save the water of the Adi Ganga from 


pollution ? 


38. Referring to the ein Ae. 5 Mr. Good, the Chairman of 

the ittagong Municipality, to England on 

oy, Good, the Chairmen of the furlough, the Jyoti Chittagong] of che 19th 
: — . 3 8 anuary 3 es follows: e „ 8 

, The Chittagong people are inde to Mr. Good for. th 

improvements and Lent y of their town, The General Hos 1 the 

Municipal Office in it are the fruits of his constant disinterested labour. He 

= never deterred from a conscientious discharge of his duties by the frowns 

of Government officials or the Railway authorities, and he always tried to 


preserve the Badartalao for the drinking purposes of the inhabitants of th 
town. His every act, great or small, bespoke his high 8 of 


duty. i 
nae Sn ought to be done to perpetuate the memory of such a man 
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g. 4 ; correspondent of the ‘Mihir-o-Sudhakar Calcutta] of the 13th Mimm-osopmaxae, 


Jan reports the prevalence of an epidemic of 
Cholera and cattle-plague in 3 Maghadia, d village under the Niireswuri 
. thana in the district of Chittagong. To add to 


the havoc of cholera, a cattle-plague is also raging in the villages of Maghadia, 


Maiani, B hatar, and Domkbali. 
88. The Bharat Miira [Calcutta] of the 14th January is sorry that 
plague has broken out in the villages in the 
Hague ie Awe. vicinity of Arrah, in which town also rats are 
dying in numbers. 

39. The Nihar [Contai] of the 17th January complains that the health 
blk Contai is gradually getting from bad to worse. 
— Fever has become a matter of every-day complaint, 
not to speak of visits of cholera and other diseases. At the present time, an 
epidemic of cholera is rife both in the town of Contai and the neighbouring 
mufassal. A large number of deaths is reported. The one medical man 
already deputed by the Government for relief is quite inadequate to the actual 
needs. What is wanted is one such for every two or three villages. It is 
rumoured that the local Subdivisional Officer intends distributing cholera pills 

among the affected villagers. ; 7 ma 
40. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th 


January writes :— 
IX Muninpelity. we In Calcutta and the suburbs, when the Muni- 


| cipality intends acquiring a house or a piece of 
land, notice of it is duly given to the owner of the property, the necessa 
surveys are made, and the owner's estimate of cost taken. But a great deal of 
delay, sometimes running over six months, is noticeable before the final award 
is made. Now this delay inflicts serious hardship on the owners concerned 
in many ways. For during all this time neither can a house be built on an 
unbuilt land nor can a house or land be mortgaged if the necessity so arises. 
Again, a house might be in such a state of disrepair that unless it is speedily 
repaired it is likely to collapse altogether. But as the estimate of cost already 
submitted had reference to the building in its old state of disrepair, one 
naturally hesitates to spend money on it, seeing that the award when 
given would take no account of the new sums spent on it. A practical 
illustration of such a case may be found in the case of certain residents in 
thatched huts on the Diamond Harbour Road in Kidderpore. All through 
the rainy season last year they and their families had to live in huts the 
roofs and walls of which were thoroughly leaky. And why? Because notice 
had been given on behalf of the Municipality to acquire these huts, and the 


owners could not make the necessary repairs, because they could not get any 
compensation in the award, | 


)- Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


41. The Howrah n the 14th January draws attention 

— to the following case of accident on the Howrah- 
way Ante Light Wil. Amta Light Railway as typical of the general 
5 _._ mismanagement which prevails on this line, and 
which has long been made the subject of complaint in its columns. It appears 
that on the evening of the 4th January last, a down train was on its way from 
Amta to Howrah, drawn by the locomotive named Commissioner.“ After 
the train had left Bargachi station and was about to reach Santoshpur, two of the 


carriages got off the line. There was naturally a panic among the passengers, but 


the Traffic Superintendent and Chief Engineer of the line, who were both travell- 
ing by the train, managed to reassure them avd had the two carriages again 
brought into 1 and the train started. By the time, however, that the 
train had left Dakhinbari station and was approaching Domjur one of the 
two carriages again got derailed near the crossing in front of the Jhapardaha 
bazar. This mishap also was somehow got over, and the train arrived at 
Kadamtala station, some hours later than the appointed time. At Kadamtala 
it was announced that the train would proceed no further down, as though 
the convenience of the passengers who were bound for Telkul Ghat station 
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Buanar Mirna, 
Jan. 14th, 1905. 


Man, 
Jan. 17th, 1905. 


Dar Hiravabl, 
Jan. 17th, 1905. 


HOWwAaAR Hast, 
Jan. 14th, 1905. 
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Jau. 11th, 1908. 
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was of no account. In conclusion, an appeal is made to Government and to the 


District Magistrate of Howrah to interfere for the better management of 


the line. 


6 General. 


42. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 10th 
January contradicts point by int the facte stated 
* 2 the new district gs favouring the claims of Jamalpur as the best 
ner am choice for the sadar town of the proposed new 
district in Mymensingh, by another correspondent of the same paper in its issue 
of the 3rd instant, and noticed in paragraph 24 of the Report on Native Papers 
in Bengal for the week ending the 14th January 1903. It is asserted that the 
E of Jamalpur town on the map has been wrongly stated, and that the 
ealth statistics given are not borne out by the Sanitary Commissioner's report. 
Further, it is pointed out that Tangail is superior to Jamalpur in the number 
of its villages, its total population, as also its density of population. And, 
lastly, that there is more crime to be repressed in ‘l'angai) than in Jamalpur. 

e. same paper again draws attention to the claims of the site of the 
villages of Jhopna, Mukuddi, Bhawanipur, Saye, &c., noticed in its previous 
issues. It is pointed out that this site is sufficiently high to be free from all 
risk of getting inundated during the rains; that it offers plenty of space for a 
town to be built on it; it is bounded on two sides by the Atai and Barian 
rivers, so that there can be no question of water difficulty here. The health 
and scenery also are good. 

It is further pointed out that if, as desired by Government, preference is 
to be given to some site between Madhupur and Gopalpur, there appear to be 
only two sites available. These are (1) Gopat to the south-west of Madhupur, 
—1 (2) the middle part of Madhupur. There is no truth in the impression 
that there is a risk to the health of ‘both these sites from the gajari flower of 
Jayenshahigarh. 

Attention is also called to the claims of Mandarjani village situated 
between the Barian and Atai streams a little to the south of Gopalpur. The 
ground here is elevated, and there is no chance of any dificulty about the 
r ‘ 

48. The Paliivas: (Kalna] of the 1ith January has the following :— 
We are not in favour of competitive examina- 
The sbolition of competitive tions. But at the same time we cannot support the 
— new rules which have been recently announced 
for the appointment of Deputy and r Magistrates. If His Honour 
intends * these posts should be offered to the best graduates, where is the 
need for all these complicated rules? a 

If His Honour really meant these appointments to go by merit there would 
not have been this complicacy in the rules. It is because it is intended to 
show favour to partion ind races and localities that the need for all this 
complicacy arises. Although we may not be in favour of competitive 
examinations, we are not prepared to accord our support to this principle of 
selection either. According to the late Queen’s Proclamation, merit was to be 
the sole condition of admission into the public service. We agree with the 
justness of that view, and cannot therefore approve of any policy which in 
disregard of merit seeks to take into consideration the claims of particular 
lf the intention be to reward particular races and localities, there are 
plenty of posts available, other than those involving judicial responsibilities, 
the conferring of which would mean no injustice to the general public. It is 
difficult to understand why incompetent men should be appointed to posts, the 
holders of which are expected to perform judicial work. . 

If Government really means to favour the graduate class, would it be 
difficult to secure a sufficient number of graduates possessing superior qualifica- 
tions for the nineteen vacancies which are to be filled u every year? Consider- 
ing the nature of the work required of these officers, the candidates should be 
required to be B. L's, rather than simple B. A’s. And is it very difficult after 
all to find out which among all such graduate candidates are the fittest? Cannot 


. 


the necessary inquiries be undertaken by the authorities of the district in 
which the candidate’s home is situated ? 5 6 tee 

Candidates are now required to be of an age varying from twenty to 
twenty-five years. Why should this limitation be imposed, when it is con- 
sidered that in judicial work, youth and inexperience are responsible for a 
good many cases of failure of justice ? ve . 3 

What right have the incompetent to aspire to posts involving judicial 
responsibilities, and thereby to inflict injury on the interests of the public ? 
Government should rigidly discourage and resent all such claims. The judicial 
and executive services might be separated, and if posts must be given to 
incompetent men, they might be given executive posts like those of Deputy 
Collector, &c. As a large number of candidates possessin high general 
educational qualifications are available ut the present time, it is not desirable 
that they should again be made to submit to another examination. We are of 
opinion that the mere passing of an examination is an inadequate test of fitness 
for a judicial officer. What is required is that, in addition to University degrees, 
re should also be paid to birth, social status, connection with noble 
families, &c. Under the existing liability to transfers, an officer has often to 
spend his whole life away from home, and this severance of all connection 
with his native village is a distinct harm to society. It is desirable therefore 
that local men should be employed in all districts where a general np 
standard of education has been attained, and outsiders brought in only in the 
case of less advanced and educated districts. | : 

Nowadays a Degree has almost ceased to possess any appreciable pecuniary 
value, and yet Government is pursuing a policy which will make the 
- attainment of a Degree more expensive than now. Considering that men try 

to get University Degrees in this country more for the poe of entering 
service than for anything else, it is desirable that along with University reform 
something should be done to improve the facilities for obtaining employment 
available to graduates. At present, the number of posts available under 
Government is surely larger than the number of graduates, What is required 
therefore is some arrangement whereby graduates should be given the prefer- 
ence in all Government posts and pay according to qualifications. It is certainl 
undesirable that a graduate should starve for want of patronage, while another 
man, less educated. but possessing better support and influence, should be able 
to enter Government service and thereby s; end his life at ease, 

44. The Hitavadi e the 13th January writes: — H. zavapr. 
The Government of the late Sir John . 18ch, 1908. 

The meee * * — Woodburn recommended, the Government of India 

Magisratenr. approved of, and His Honour Sir Andrew Fraser a 
has carried out the abolition of the competitive 

examinations. But we do not think that His Honour's arguments in support 
of the measure are either unanswerable or infallible. His Honour has said that 
he abolished the competitive examinations for the good of the University and 
for the purpose of enabling educated men belonging to all sections of the 
community to enter the public service. May we ask with all humility how it 
is that in going to make provision for the employment of competent men in 
the public service, His Honour was thinking of the welfare of the University ? 
He ought to have confined himself to the task he had taken in hand, but he 
mixed up University topics with it quite unnecessarily. _ 

His Honour has himself shown that during the last 11 years only three 
appointments were made every year according to the results of the competitive 
examinations, four were made by selection from among the unsuccessful e 
candidates, two were is ian aay by pure nomination, and the remaining 9 
appointments were filled up by giving promotion to Sub-Deputy Magistrates. 

If then even under this eystem persons belonging to all communities failed to 

enter the public service, is the system of competitive examinations to be held 

responsible for the result? As already shewn, Government had the power 

of appointing altogether 6 persons as Deputy Magistrates according to its 

option. If the results were still unsatisfactury, none but the Government 

should be held responsible for it. | | 
nder the new rules only 5 Sub- Deputy Magistrates instead of 9 as before 

will get promotion to Deput Magistrateships every year. But we do not see 
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how these rules will enable the best men of all communities to enter Govern 


ment service. In the first place, there is nothing in the rules proyidi ng 
among the six best graduates whom the University will nominate all com- 
munities should be adequate? 

highest in University as well é | 3 
the University make nominations acvording to the communities to which the 
candidates may belong? His Honour says that those who stand high in 
University examinations are unwilling to enter Government service by passing 
competitive examinations. If this statement is true it only shows thut graduates 
of superior abilities are unwilling to accept Deputy | 
these appointments do not hold out to them good prospe 
If the ‘Uni | 
appointments when offered. How then will better men enter Government 
service by 


that 


represented. It is the same students who stand 
asin competitive examinations. How then will 


agistrateships because 


cts of improvement. 


iversity should nominate such graduates they will not accept the 


the new rules? Not only will not better men be appointed, but 


recommendations, flattery and all sorts of meanness will produce a sickening 


the Collectors to their favourite amla will also occur. 


Sai Sai VisHnu 
Priva-O-ANANDA 
Basak Partrika, 


Jan. lith, 1905, 


there is the Indian Civil Service Examination, 
the abilities of the persons who pass this examination, Even Lord Curzon, 
with whom the present system has originated, s 
of the Indian Civil Service. 
is that the system which can supply the best men for the highest grades of 
public service in this country should be found wanting when employed to 
supply competent officers for much lower grades of the same service 
truth is that Government intends to enco 


sight. Considering how the Syndicate is at present constituted, there is no 
—, that official recommendations will not secretly influence the members. 


ir Andrew Fraser ought to have taken these facts into his consideration. 
For the recruitment of the best men for the public service in this coun 


obody dare call in question 


ks highly of the members 


Will Sir Andrew Fraser kindly explain how it 


The 
urage communities which are backward 


in education, and all the talk about giving equal fgcilities to all communities 
to enter Government service is arrant nonsense, the whole thing tending to 
that grand consummation, namely, to deprive the Bengalis of all prospects of 
higher appointments. We should have nothing 

intended ba 


ridiculous arguments and an attempt to befool us by their use. 


to say if what was really 
d been plainly declared. We do not at all see the utility of 


His Honour believes that nomination by Divisional Commissioners from 
among the candidates selected by District Collectors is bound to produce 
satisfactory results. Indeed, on paper the arrangement appears to be admirable. 
Considering how little local knowledge District Collectors possess owing to 
their want of touch with the people, we do not think they will be able to select 
the best men in their respective districts. On the contrary, flattery and 
recommendation will go on uninterrupted, and instances of favour shewn by 
Thus the claims of men 
who have none to recommend them, who are unused to flattery or to methods 
of securing recommendations will be overlooked, while incompetent men of 
the type of ‘‘Ghatiram ” of Dinabandhu or of Muchiram Gurh” of Bankim 
Chandra will carry the day by their superior skill in flattery and many other 
artifices. The delegation of the power of selecting candidates for Deputy 
Magistrateships to the Collectors, in addition to the many powers they already 
possess, can never be beneficial. — ye 

The system of competitive examinations, whatever may be its faults, is 
the best available method of selecting fit men for the public service. It is 
a pity that Sir Andrew Fraser should have abandoned this excellent system 
in favour of one which, besides being ungenerous, is calculated to increase 
popular discontent and fill 322 service with incompetent men. Will not 
this arrangement tarnish His Honour's reputation? 5 

45. Referring to the proceedings of the recent Conference of the Indian 
Chambers of Commerce in Calcutta at their openin 
meeting on the 3rd January last, the Fri Sri 
Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Basar Putrika [Calcutta] of 


The question of agricultural 
improvement. 


the 1lth January writes:— 


The proposal regarding the introduction of improved methods of cotton 


cultivation into India, drew from Sir Edward Law the statement that. “the 
improvement of our cotton production had been made the subject of most 
serious study and experiment by Dr. Mollison and other experts in India 


/ 
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long before the consumers in Europs were aroused to interest themselves in thé 
matter.” ‘THe Finance · Member would thus have us believe that the Govern- 
ment officials in India, without any prompting from the merchants of 
Manchester, were 9 to cover the whole surface of India with cotton- 
fields. In spite, however, o that may be displayed 


any ingenuity of language th j 
by Government ‘officinls when speaking on this topic, the Indian pr blic have 
come to believe that all this activity of Government is solely due to the 
pressure put on it by the cotton merchants of Lancashire: that it is the 
attention of Manchester merchants to this question which explains the attention 
paid to it by Government in the present case. Otherwise it would be difficult 
to explain why thé Agricultural Department should display such insane 
eagerness for spreading cotton cultivation all over the country from the 
Himalayas to Cape Comorin. wee. 

The subject of the “development of agricultural resources” drew from 
the Hon'ble Mr. D. M. Hamilton a well-reasoned and weighty speech. He 
proposed the establishment of demonstration farms in each district. As regards 
the men who were to take charge of these farms, he suggested that if India at 
present had not the men avilable, if suitable men were scarce here, there were 
plenty to be had from Europe or America. We, however, cannot regard the 
suggestion to import men from abroad for this purpose with 1 ago The 
demoralisation which the contact with things Iudian produces‘ on the originally 
liberal character of Englishmen is now a matter of everyday experience. 
Europeans as soon as they come to India become selfish, lose their good sense 
and end by doing more harm than good to the country. So, it is not likely 
that any real improvement to the country would result from any. instruction 
which such men cau afford. „„ e . 

In connection with the proposed demonstration farms, Mr. Hamilton 
further suggested that Government might, if they so preferred, offer a four 
per cent. guarantee to a company or a series of companies which would establish 
and work the farms, and if the companies did well, as probably they would, 


it would not cost the Government a farthing.“ This suggestion may, of 


course, be specially welcome to the European mercantile community. At 
present, land is the only source of wealth still left in the hands of the native 
of the soil. Arts, commerce, the higher service of the State they have already 
lost, and they are near being expelled from the lower ranks of the public service 


also. The passing of the control of the land into the hands of the Europeaus 


ig 
if Mr. 


the * 
and his landlord; to his having 


the raĩyat. 

46. Referring to th 
The Agricultural, Conferenoe 
Pusa. . a eo 8 Too 
ova "Tt ia pately 


the Government of India hab tself to the task of developing agricul- 


ture in the country! England is peed in" agriculture and has to depend on 
im aL “of wheat.’ She now desires India to relieve 
her of ‘this diffichlty~ atid depef 5 

interested in the ‘carrying 


uy 
Englishmen; and it is for | i 
As for cotton cultivation, we fear lest the unusual 


a 


from a selfish point of view that 


it is. 
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Jan. 27th, 1905. 
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receiving at the hands of the authorities should induce the cultivators of the 
country to neglect the cultivation of paddy and wheat. This danger actually 
occurred when the cultivation of jute was first encouraged in the country. 


As for the bad condition of plough-cattle, we are of opinion that it is mai 


due to the want of sufficient pasture lands. Formerly zamindars used to 
set apart pasture lands within their zamindaris, but now they tuke care to 
rent out every piece of land. Besides this, cultivaturs do not allow their 
cattle to graze untethered for fear of their being taken to the pound. Pastures 
should be set apart in every village if an improvement of the condition of 
plough-cattle 1s at all desired. | 
47. The Sandhya e of the 12th January writes as follows :— 
he Indians are disqualified to use firearms, 
K but no such disqualification exists in the case of 
white men or even black feringhis. But as a matter of fact, the firearm is more 
dangerous in the hands of the latter than in those of the former. Cases of 
sahebs discharging their firearms on natives and thus killing them are very 
frequent. Has anyone ever heard of a native being accused of such an 
act? 
We fail to make out why such white men as help the Indians to shuffle off 
their mortal coils with their firearms are not rewarded. They surely deserve 
rewards who relieve the natives of their half. starved and miserable existence. 
And perhaps it is on this consideration that white men accused of killing natives 
are not punished by law Courts. Do not the authorities think it necessary 
to disabuse the minds of the Indians of this want of faith in the judiciary? 
Forty years ago the slumbers of villagers in Bengal were uninterrupted 
by visions of thieves or dacoits. But times have altered. Thefts are now. 
committed in broad daylight. This altered state of things makes it necessary 
for villagers to keep firearms for the security of their lives and property. 
But then the authorities are going to make the hard rules of the Arms Act 
harder. The villagers have become alarmed for their lives and property. 
Will not the authorities take the matter into their favourable consideration? 
48. The Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 14th January complains that a 
5 anes tendency is generally noticeable nowadays all 
asa? over the Province in favour of restricting the issue 
of gun-licenses. Only recently it was announced 
in the papers that Mr. Carey of Hooghly had stopped the issue of further 
gun-licenses, because in his opinion the number of such licenses already 
granted was enough, and if any more of them were issued, the police would 
not be able to keep the public peace. That is to say, in Mr. Carey’s opinion, 
the number of gun-licenses issued should bear a strict proportion to the 
numerical strength of the police force in each locality, Must it not be said 
that by adopting and enforcing this view Mr. Carey is only acting in 
accordance with the intention of Government? Nobody can seriously blame 
Mr. Carey if one considers the real policy which underlies the Arms Act. 
The idea which Jed to the passing of that Act was that the fewer the 
facilities for carrying arms available to the natives of the country the greater 
the guarantees for the public peace, Whether the issue of any fresh gun- 
licenses in Hooghly will or will not prove too much for the local police is a 
2 which a brave nation like the English are much better expected to 
ecide than a rice-eating race like the Bengalis, Mr. Carey, it must be 
admitted, is acting very prudently. The public peace will be preserved, and 
the Lianne of 1 carried out. What is there to blame him for 
in 
49. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 12th January expresses regret and 
ee ee ee Dees SU astonishment at the manner in which 5 of 
413 r the newspapers of Calcutta are vilifying Mr. Lea, 
| District Magistrate, in relation to the case i 
Mr. Rolt, the Manager of the Khagra estate. While in Chittago 


against 

; stat ng, Mr. Lea 
was the idol of the people of the district. His independence and love of 
N was unimpeachable. He was the ma bap of the poor. He never 
led to encourage works of public utility. The Victoria Islam Boarding, 
the Veterin 8 the Model Farm, the Madrassa and the great im- 
provements of the Chandranath Shrine in Chittagong are all works of his 


— — 


— 


napore. 
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doing. Such was the love of the Chittagong le for Mr. Lea that 
of the two portraits which on the 8 of the Chittagong Collector’s 
Court one is his. Mr. Lea is incapable of oppressing an innocent person. 
His connection with the Rolt case surely arose out of a pure disinterested 
motive. The Indian Civil Service has very few men of Mr. Lea’s indepen- 
dence and sense of justice in its ranks, a 

50. The Sanjvani [Calcutta] of the 12th January contains an account 

| N ; of the proceedings of the late Town Hall meeting 

The Partition quectios. on the Partition question and the substance of 
Sir Henry Cotton’s speech. 


51. In his speech on the occasion of the dinner given a few days ago 

iy to the representatives of the different Chambers 
r of Commerce, writes the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of 
the 13th January, Lord Curzon said that while lately in London he not only 
obtained the sanction of the Secretary of State to the creation of the new 
Commercial Bureau, but rose from his sick bed and wandered from door to 


SanJIVANT, 
Jan, 12th, 1905. 


Hrravabt, 
Jan. 18th, 1905, 


door winning over members of Parliament to his side. Is it not then more 


than likely that he obtained the sanction of the Secre of State to the 

artition of Bengal also? It is now an open secret that the report that was 
ately published concerning this question had its origin in the India Office. 
The fact is that everything has been already settled except the formal sano- 
tion of the Secretary of State. When that sanction is obtained the orders of 
Government will be published. Here is a repitition of the secret policy that 
was followed by Lord Curzon in the Tibetan affair. The editor then con- 
cludes as follows:— 

Gifted with a seer-like vision we see before our eyes that Sant, or the evil 
star, is in the ascendant over the destinies of the people of Bengal. An 
attempt to weaken and completely shatter the Bengali race is too manifest. 
Even if we are tied to a stake and chastised, we must of course endure it all. 
Nevertheless we must never give up agitation, East and West Bengal must 
equally suffer by the change and all of us should loudly protest. eh 

52. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 15th January says that the Viceroy in 

33 the course of his speech delivered on the occasion 

N of the dinner given to the delegates of the Com- 
mercial Conference said that he endeavoured his utmost to convince the British 
public of the necéssity of creating a Commercial Department in the Govern- 
ment of India. When His Excellency exerted so much for creating that 
department, there is no doubt that he left no stone unturned to convince the 
Secretary of State for India of the necessity for the partition of Bengal. The 
fate of Bengal is therefore sealed, and all that remains is a formal notification 
of the sanction of the Secretary of State. ä 


53. The same paper calls the attention of the people of Bihar to the 

5 ot e. Speeches of Sir Henry Cotton and Mr. A. Chaudhri 

parating Bihar trom Bengal. on the subject of lacing Bihar under a Chief 

ay ommissioner in order to save Bengal Proper from 

the proposed partition, and asks the Biharis, who have been described by 

Sir Henry Cotton as lethargic, spiritless and non-complaining, to express 
their own views on the matter and be up and doing. | 


54. The Hitavadi nn the 13th January has the following: . 
=e it were not for the sufferings and incon- 
The proposed division of Mid- veniences that the inhabitants of the Midnapore 


district would have to undergo by its ie 
division, we should never have raised any objection to the proposal, but should 
rather have welcomed it as a measure necessary for the good administration 
of the district, in spite of the increase of public expenditure that would inevi- 
tably follow. ‘The arguments in favour of the proposed division, as urged by 
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, are similar to those advanced by Lord 
Curzon in re of the partition of Bengal. It is said that the district is too 
large for one District Magistrate, who must therefore be relieved. So it is the 
old cry over again | 


It is prope d to divide Midnapore into two parts, northern and southern. 


HITAvVARTA,, 
Jan. 15th, 1905. 


HiTavaRTé. 


HiTavaDI, 
Jan. 13th, 1905. 


The town of Midnapore is to be the head-quarters of the northern part and 
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certain of thy southern, and the southern district is to consist of the Contai 
and Tamlak subdivisions, ther with the Sabang, Nerayangarh and Dantan 
thanas. It is also proposed to form a subdivision consisting of the three 
thanas named above. If these changes are carried out, people living three 
miles to the west of Dantan will have to go to the sadar subdivision of Mi 

rail, and the inhabitants of Sabang will have to come to Dantan, passing 
close to the Midnapore town in their journey. This will give rise to great 


inconvenienoe. Far worse will be the condition of the inhabitants of the 


Panskura thana in the Tamluk subdivision, for they will have to Bo a long way 
to Contai, although there is railway connection between Panskura and 
Midnapore.. The extremity of the Sabang thana is only twelve miles from 
Midnapore and three miles from the nearest station of the Bengsl-Nagpur Rail- 
way; but the distance from thisithana to Contai is at least 50 miles. There is, 
however, no road from Sabang to Contai. People going from Sabang to Contai 
have to pass mostly through marshy ground. which. remains under water 


throughout the greater part: of the year. The road which: Government pro- 


poses to construct must be very expensive and must take a long time to 
complete. The people therefore will be thrown into the greatest trouble and 
inconvenience for the present at least. The journey from Panskura and 
Sabang to Contai must be very troublesome, to the inhabitants of those thanas. 


Even after the road is construgted it will take three days to go to Contai from 


those places. Again, the lands in the Contai subdivision are not permanently 
settled, while those in the Sabang and Panskura thanas are so. It will thus 
be seen that no small inconvenience. will be caused by this circumstance to 
a who will have suits pending in the sadar Courts, The Miduapore. 
istrict is at present a first-class district, but after the division is effected, each 
of the two districts will be at dnce.reduced to a third-class district. Add to this, 
the vast increase in the expenditure and the sufferings of the people. These 
considerations make it clear that the proposed change can never be acceptable 
to any person. The Midnapare district, though large in area, is full of large 
tracts of forest land. The population is almost the same as those of the 
24-Parganas, Dacca, Purnea and other districts. We doi not see why it should 
be inconvenient for one . District Magistrate to administer the district, seeing 
that each of the abovenamed districts is administered by one District Officer 
only. If the Collector faila d cope with the. work, this difficulty may easily 
be got over by: increasing (the number of Deputy Magistrates. During the 
past 30 years there were only two riots, one at Ghatal and the other at Nandi- 
gram. , Such. disturbances take place: fram. time to time in all districts. Is it 
proper for this reason to infligt untold miseries on the people by dividing the 
district ? It isto be hoped Government will take these facts into its consider- 
ation before taking any action. eC eS : 
55. Of all taxes, writes the same paper, imposed by Government, the 
: f Income tax ‘has the greatest justification, although 
rer an assurance was given that it would not be made 
income-tax. permanent. The how!) raised — it by the 
2 _ ‘ pepresentatives of the Indian Chambers of Com- 
merce in their late Conferente in Calcutta therefore deserves no sympathy. 
The salt-tax, on the contrary, is a disgrace to the British Government, inasmuch 
as it presses heavily on the poor, and if any tax should be abolished or lightened 
it is this tax. The writer agrees with the Conference in thinking that monthl 
incomes, over Rs. 100 should. only be assessed. The Conference has done well 
22 — sitention af ave agg the 3 8 of 2 
income-tax and the consequemt eppression on the people It has pointed to the 
large surpluses of Government and has, demanded the abolition of the income- 
tax. But as long ag thete -arey frontier troubles and the ‘‘ Missions,” no 


remission of taxation is possible 


„1656. The same,, paper. draws attention to the hardshi to. which the 
e wk ns a, Fi of the, Government, Centaal Pros 
ment Central Nen, Oaletta, ="? > Fee tta, ars subjected. by being comp lled. to.. work 
: IESE fab a on Sundays without any ad ti : ‘remuneration 

or any holiday in lieu of the Sunday on which they have to work: It is to be. 
regretted that even persistent, agitation in the Press has failed ta put a stop to 


the practice which is .eqntrary.; tothe provisions of the.Factories Act. Is this 
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stem of Sunday work going on with the knowledge of the Comptroller of 
e Printing and Stationery? Will Government tako some notice 
of the injustics which is being done to the poor mon? „ 
57. Referring to the letter published in the London Tinas, in which its 
; author suggests an increase of British troops in the 
Indian army reform scheme. Indian army at any cost to the people of India, the 
Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 14th January remarks:— , 
What a misfortune to poor India! Russia's ill success in her present 


struggle with Japan, for which England is so glad, has so far inspired 


the British public with fear of Russia thet they gothe length of thinking the 


existing Indian army with the Imperial Service troops as quite inadequate 
for defence against the Russian invasion of India. ey 
58. Referring to the suggestion of increasing the fighting strength of the 
5 country to five lakhs at the expense of the Indian 
1 = increase of the Fxchequer, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 
. 16th January says that when both the safety 
of the empire as well as the wishes of our rulers demand such a measure, the 
loyal Indians should not hesitate to bear the expense, as they are in duty 
bound even to shed their blood to defend the King’s empire. 
59. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th January writes: 
Won In reference to the insulting notice which was 
h e. issued by Mr. Carey, the District Magistrate of 
Hooghly, to the local gentry, calling on them to subscribe in aid of the Lady 
Dufferin Fund, we are glad to hear that the Commissioner of the Burdwan 
Division has expressed his regrots for it to the native gentlemen concerned. 
There is no doubt that the moral courage and sympathy displayed by Mr. 
Walsh in taking this step is worthy of all commendation. But may we 


Hm Bascavast, 
Jan. 16th, 1905. 


Daur Hrravami, 
Jan. 16th, 1905. 


enquire what is being done to teach a lesson to this overbearing and senseless - 


Magistrate, Carey? Considering Mr. Carey's temper we do not think it at all 
prudent to put him in charge of a district. Wherever he goes, he irritates the 
local public to the last pitzh of tolerance. Such being the case, his continued 
occupation of any responsible office means disgrace to Government as well as 
suffering to the people. | 


III.—IL.xOISLATIOR. 


60. Commenting on the reply recently giren by Government to a 
Jdeestion in the Bengal Legislative Council on the 
* ‘Rules regarding the Red Road,” the Sanjvans 
: [Calcutta] of the 12th January writes: : 
We do not care to attempt an analysis of Mr. Carlyle’s worthless reply. 
The native public cannot also profess to be surprised at this reply, For they 


Rules regarding the Red Road 


know that— 


“ Theirs not to make reply, 
Theirs not to reason why. 


61. Referring to the reply given in the Bengal Council to a question 

The uso of the Red Read in regarding the use of the Red Road in Calcutta, the 
* ™ Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 13th January says that 
it doubts the correctness of the statement that 

native gentlemen never objected to the existing rules as to the use of the road. 
Certain it is that most people are ignorant of the rules, which are said to be 
in force fora long time. It is to be hoped His Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor will order a signboard, with the rules written on it, to be erected by 


the side of the above road, to prevent the harassment of native gentlemen in 


future. Are the half-naked Highlanders also to be prevented from using the 
Red Road ? 


62. The Uluberia Darpan [Oluberia] of the 14th January contains the 


following criticism of the Bengal Tenancy Act:—_ 
ee ee 922 (1) Payment of rent. — Under the existing law 
a tenant cannot pay his rent till the List, for which it is due, is over. It may 


consequently so happen that on the first day after the expiration of a hist 


while the landlord has instituted a rent suit against the tenant, the tenant also 


Uroma DarPan, 
Jan. L4th, 1905. 


has paid his rent. This state of things can be obviated either by making it 


— 


Hmm BaudAv A1, 
Jan. 16th, 1905, 


Manar Mirra, 
Jan, 14th, 1905. 
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ompetent for the tenant to pay his rent before the expiry of a ut or 
pr a rule to the effect that the landlord shall not be” able to institute a 
rent suit before a few days have elapsed after the expiry of a fist. a 
5 2 Under the existing law if the defendant in a rent-suit admits that 
money is due from him on account of rent he must pay into Court the amount 
so admitted to be due. It is this which obliges many defendants in rent 
suits to perjure themselves, and say that no rents are due from them. The 
law should therefore be amended in the matter. 

(3) Mutation.—Many people think that under the Weber law the landlord 
can take any amount of fee for allowing mutation, because thore is no express 
rule in the matter. The decision cf the Calcutta High Court in a recent case 
(see Calcutta Weekly Notes of the 8th February 1904, pages 235—238) serve 
to confirm this opinion. The Commissioner of the Chittagong Division has 
drawn the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor and the Revenue Board to the 
matter. | 

(4) The working of Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act relating to 
“ Record-of-rights and settlement of rents” is unsatisfactory. The zamindars 
of the Patra Division have made this chapter en instrument to make exorbitant 
enhancements of rents. Happily the Revenue Board is trying to secure the 
raiyats of the Division from oppression. ers 

(5) Although the law forbids all impositions of abrab, mathut, eto., such 
impositions, in addition to actual rent, are actually made by zamindars. In 
the Rangpur zamindari of the Maharaja of Cossimbazar, an additional and 
illegal imposition is levied under the name of nazar, and a similar imposition 
is made under tho name of lajainama in the estates of the late Prasanna Kumar 
Tagore, which are under the management of a European, who is, at the same 


time, a Receiver appointed by the Calcutta High Court, 


(6) Under section 40 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, an occupancy-raiyat 
can commute his rent payable in kind toa money-rent. But no such privi- 
lege is granted to occupancy sub-tenants. 3 

63. Referring to the Bill for preventing smoke nuisance in Calcutta, 

the Hindi Bangarast [Calcutta] of the 16th 
ne nubroponed Bill against January says that if smoke nuisance could be 
removed by legislation, so much the better. But 

it should be seen that such a step does not lead to some sort of oppression. - 


1V.—NatTIvE States. 
64. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 14th January has the follow- 


ing :— 
r Englishmen in n From the list of the officers employed under 
ao the Nizam’s Government, it appears that most of 
the lucrative appointments under that Government are held by Englishmen. 
Under Lord Curzon’s rule almost all the big posts have been monopclized by 
Englishmen as if they had a hereditary right to them. If the same 
monopoly is extended to them in the Native States, what opening would there 


bo left to the poor but capable Indians? 


Dau t Hitavapi, 


Jan. 16th, 1905. 


V. PROSPTOrSs oy THE Crops anp Conprriox oF THE PEopLe. 


65. A correspondent of the Datly Hilavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th 
January writes :— es 


The condition of a village in Songnaluk is a village in the Jehanabad sub- 
own subdivision of division of Hooghly. It is situated some seven 


miles from the Tarkessur railway station, Owi 
to the entire absence of roads, communication inside the village and with the 
nearest railway station has to be effected over the corn-fields and often across 
the private compounds of dwelling houses. The difficulty of such communica- 
tion is heightened during the rainy season. Imports of articles from outside are 
almost absent. Prices are dear, and many things are even unobtainable. There 
was a bumper crop in the early part of the year, but owing to the lack of 
rain since the month of Bhaira last, the crops on the ficlds are withering 
away. To the majority of the villagers this means the approach of times of 
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serious anxiety. Malaria also is raging in the village, owing to the absence 
of any supply of pure drinking water, eS * 
6. The Nehar | Contai j of the 17th January has the following: 
25 b The harvesting of the crops has been 
The crops in Contai. completed. Insects and Sores however, we 
ed a part of the outturn, which has not therefore quite come up: 
1 tons of the cultivators. Great damage was done by the insuffi- 
ciency of the rainfall in the months of Ami and Kartik. Qn the whole, 
though the crops were alittle better this year than they have been for some 
ears past, the poor cultivator is not reaping the full benefit of it, for he is 
— compelled to part with his grain at disadvantageous prices owing to the 
pressing demands of his landlord and his mahajan. So by the time that Aswin 
and Kartik come round, he will be beginning to feel the pinch of scarcity. The 
raiyats will then probably have to buy grain at double the price at which 
they are now selling it. Soon the whole the outlook for the cultivators is not 
quite cheerful. ; és 
A correspondent writes from Totanala:—In the Sujamutha and Jala, 
mutha parganas, the crops.have suffered damage this year, owing to excessive 
rainfall during the season of cultivation, and specially owing to the absence of 
adequate provisions for draining the water away from the fields. Such crops, 
however, as did grow, are suffering still further damage before they can be 
gathered in. For owing to the large quantity of water still remaining an the 
fields, the harvesting has not been completed. At night, the crops are being 
ravaged by swarms of Jdekré birds, The prospects of straw are almost 
absolutely hopeless. The absence of proper drainage arrangoments tellg upon 
both the health and the property of the local population almost every year. 
Repeated representations to the authorities on this subject have sa far proved 
abortive. | 


VI .—— MISCELLANEOUS, 


67. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
I Ilth January has the following :-— 

1 Curzon s forthcoming visit Lord Curzon's visit to Assam. - Lord Curzon 
. will start on a visit to Assam on the 12th February 
next. His object is to take the lives of wild animals, 1.6, shooting. It is our 
plaintive prayer that this shooting expedition may not be the occasion for 
shooting any arrows at the hearts of the Dacca and Mymensingh public. . 

68. The Sandhya aa of the 12th January writes as follows :— 

. t is the object of the Industrial and Scientific 
Association to send out young men to Europe, 
America and Japan for learning arts and industries. 
But it is extremely difficult to make a good choice of students for the purpose. 
The Association must adopt some method which will enable it to select the best 
men from among candidates. It should make all of them serve as apprentices 
for one year in a native firm and then let the choice fall on the most successful of 
them. Bad choice may undo all the projects of the Association. Japan knows 
that it is not within her means to establish such large mills and factories as 
exist in Europe. The Japanese have therefore established looms in their 


Whe Industrial and Seientifie 
Association. 


homes, and by doing so made themselves independent of Europe in respect of 


eloth. We should follow the example of Japan in this and establish large 
numbers of small workshops in this country. Indians are well known for 
their proficiency in fine workmanship and in that they can well beat any 
foreigner. There are many families in India in which ivory-work, embroidery, 
Ko., are hereditary. But these arts are dying out for want of encouragement, 
Why not then encourge these native workmen and artisans first and thus foster 
the native industries? The Association’s proposal to send out young men to 
foreign countries has made us fearful of its consequences. ~~ sad 
369. The Bharat Mitra oe of ered Hag January 7 * F — 
ö t one of the meetings of the Commeroial 
The Commercial Conference. Oonferenoe held at Calontte: a resolution was 
moved at the instance of the Chamber of Commerce of Cawnpur, praying for 
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the appointment of a Government Commission to enquire into the causes of the 
difficulty of obtaining labourers by the European commercial community. It is 
boped the Conference does not sim at any severe Government legislation. 
There will be no difficulty in obtaining labourers if they are sufficiently paid. 
The poor labourers of this country do not hesitate to go in search of employ- 
ment to the British colonies, of which they do not know the names even. Ai 
the resolutions of the Conference are generally calculated to be of immense 
benefit to Indian trade. It is hoped that the resolutions of the Conference will 
draw the attention of the Government to the improvement of trade and indus- 
tries in this country. 


70. In commenting on the text of Syamji Krishna Varma’s letter 

P i deals oy woe > Sir 5 — Wedderburn, in which 

Text of Syamji Krishna Jar the former has used some objectionable words in 

letter to Sir William Wedderburn. reference to Government when intimating the 
creation of some scholarships in the naine of Herbert Spencer to be held in 
England and awarded on condition that the recipients would not accept 
Government servico on their return to this country, the same paper notices 
the angry tone of a letter addressed by a Principal of a college to the Pioneer 
in reference to the above letter, in which he has abused the congress- 
men and suggested the imprisonment of men liko Sir William Wedderburn 


and remarks :— | 


The military line was the proper one for such a Principal. Of course the 
objectional words should not have been used. For many things which might be 
safely said in England should not be said in this country. 


71. The same paper has the following :— 

Sir Mackworth Young's letter From the paper read by Sir Mackworth Young, 
on Indian affaire. the late Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, at the 
last meeting of the East Indian Association, it appears that even the Punjab 
has not escaped the reforming hand of Lord Curzon. It is to be regretted that 
Sir Mackworth was so weak-minded a Lieutenant-Governor, Had he given 
out his viows during the term of his office as Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Punjab, some good would have come about easily. When an officer of the 
position of a Lieutenant-Governor of an Indian province is now and then 
compelled to overlook the interest of the people placed under his charge, how 
awkward must be the position of subordinate officers ! 


Government’s heavy revenue 
demand. 


73. The Hindi Bangavasi Calcutta] of the 16th January has the following: 
The Indian Mirror's statement that the Con- 
Indien pubien Congress andthe press echoes the voice of the public is a fact which 
sp _ the millions of India have not yet admitted and 
perhaps will never admit. One thing, however, is admitted by all, viz., that 
the number of lady delegates to the Congress is increasing annually. If this 
goes on increasing, for a few years to come, we shall be obliged to admit the 
truth of the statement made by the Merror. | 
74, Referring to Lord Curzon’s refusal to accept the resolutions of the 
last Congress from the hands of Sir Henry Cotton, 
the Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 15th January says 
that IIis Excellency, for some political motive unknown to the public, had 
‘recourse to arguments contrary to fact in declining to receive them. His 
predecessor, Lord Dufferin, gladly received these resolutions with his own 
hands and had the kindness to invite the delegaies of the Congress to meet him 
in Government House. It is to be regretted that a high-minded statesman 
like Lord Curzon should not have been able to show some courtesy to the 
subject people as his distinguished predecessor had done. It is true that he 
tries to please us by small favours, but he is very much offended when he sees 
our high aspirations, However, it pleased us much to see that His Excellency. 


Lord Curzon and the Congress. 
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had the goodness to invite Sir Henry Cotton to a lunch in Government 
House. a 
. rring to the reception accorded to Sir Henry Cotton by the people 
3 : of ‘Bengal at the Town Hall the other day, the 
wade ee same paper says that it was unique and first of its 
kind in the history of India, and hopes that it would serve as an object lesson 
to the Anglo-Indian official class who would now be in a better position 
to understand what a high position a popular ruler occupies in the hearts of 
the people. 
„ Referring to the unfriendly attitude of Assam officials towards Sir 
2 oo 5 Henry Cotton at Gauhati, the Hstavarta [Calcutta } 
Sir Henry Cotton in Assam. of the 15th January remarks as follows :-— : 
Thanks to the co and high-mindedness of the officials of Gauhati 
who, all of them, left the place on hearing of Sir Henry’s visit to the place, 
there was no lack of people to accord him a welcome. Almost all the men of 


light and leading willingly took part in receiving Sir Henry Cotton. 


Uriya Papers. 


77. The Utkaldimka [Cuttack] of the 7th 
The health of Cuttack town. §§ January states that the health of Cuttack town 
is good. 
78. The Rautrapur ccrzeapondent of the same paper states that a 
virulent type of disease is raging among the cattle 
The eee ye of cattle disease in Kalpara and other villages in the Cuttack 
in the Cuttack district. district and that hundreds of cattle have died of 
the same. 
79. The Jajpur and Puri correspondents of the same paper state that 
there was slight rain in those places in the last 
The rainfall. week. 
80. The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper states that a dacoity 
was committed in the house of Lakshman Sahu in 
village Barundai near the Jajpur station of the 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway and that moveable property valued. at Rs, 1,000 were 
stolen. The police have hitherto failed to bring the offenders to justice. 
81. Adverting to the visit of Lord Ampthill, Governor of Madras, to the 
Ganjam district in that Presidency, the same paper 
The desire of the Uriyas of points out that His Excellency will, on enquiry, 
Ganjam to be placed under the find that the Uriyas of that district are willing to 
same Government with Bengal. pe : N — 
join their cause with that of the Uriyas of the 
Bengal Presidency by coming under one Provincial Government and that 
the Telegus are opposing them in various ways. 
82. A Bombay telegram having requested the Orissa Association to send 
„ W N to mg = L= Conference at 
3 riyas in the Calcutta regardi e Bengal partition question, 
— the same — observes that the * of 
Orissa are satisfied with the resolution of the Government of India on 
the union of the Uriya-speaking races under one Provincial Government; 
that they have, through the Secretary of the Utkal Union Conference, 
thanked His Excellency the Viceroy for his good judgment, and that they are 
not therefore in a position to join the proposed Conference at Calcutta. 
83. The Samvad Vahtka en of the 5th January is glad to find that 
The conferring of the title of the title of C. I. E. has been conferred on the 
CIE. on the Raja of Parlakhe- Raja of P arlakhemundi, & Uriya-speaking Native 
mundi. State in the Madras Presidency. 
84. All the native papers of Orissa for the week ae report are so full 


of the accounts of the proceedings of the last 
Union Conferences ‘he Utksl meeting of the Utkal Union Conference that they 


have hardly any space left for the discussion of any 
other matter of public interest. 
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I.—Fore1ex Po.itics, en 
59. The Amrita Basar Patrika considers how the Russo-Japan 


ese war 
1 8 is likely to affect India. Russia, says the journal, 

r r was frustrated in her designs on this count 
by British diplomacy and she turned her attention towards Manchuria, but 
here too she has been dismally defeated. Is it not . then, that she will 
again strike out desperately in the direction of India? 8 


ussia must have an 
outlet somewhere, and if she does not get one in the Pacific, she will find one 
in the Persian Gulf. But the division of Asia between the Western Powers 
overlooks the grave ag bilities of a Yellow Peril. If Japan comes out 
thoroughly victorious from this stubborn war, there are four hundred millions 
in China who would willin y throw in their lot with her, and then a 
day of reckoning would indeed have arrived. 
60. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that the first batch of Chinese 
3 officers who have just completed their train 
* B 1 School, Tokio, may be regarde 
as the faint dawn of China's future greatness as 
a military power, and when her day of prowess comes woe to those nations 
who have covered her with any: It is said that there is no animal so 
dangerous as a mad sheep, and if t 
nothing better than a pack of sheep, the time has at last come when it is not 
safe to treat them so any longer. The period of exploitation of this vast 
country is nearly at an end, for the heathen Chinee will soon be as redoubtable 
as the petulant Jap. 
61. The Amrita Bazar Pairika writes that the royal reception accorded 
Rieder Tanvetellch Khe to the Kabuli Prince during his visit to India 
or * should not cause any degree of surprise, for the 
hans have the same claim upon the Government of India as the Kulin 
Brahmans have upon their fathers-in-law. They are the sons -in-law of 
the State, and that because they know how to use their matchlocks. No 
people have put the Government to so much trouble and expense as the 
Afghans and yet no people have been so generously treated. They are the 
recipients of enormous subsidies, which are extorted from the poverty-stricken 
a who are thus mercilessly exposed to the ravages of recurring 
mines, 
62, The Bengalee writes that the royal reception accorded to the Dalai 
The Delii Lama Lama by the Buddhist population of Mongolia 
eee cannot be wholly divested of a political significance, 
and what is still more ominous is that Kiaktha, the place the Dalai Lama 
intends visiting next, is in Trans-Baikalia, where Russian influence is supposed 
to be predominant, Should Russia now be mischievously inclined, she will 
find in the Dalai Lama a most serviceable and willing agent. The journal 
wonders to whose lot it will fall to guide the State through the troublous times 
which Lord Curzon is laying up for it. 6 


II. —Houꝝ ADMINISTRATION. 


(a) — Police. 


63. The Benga lee is surprised to learn that the Baruipur assault case, in 
which Captain Christie and Lieutenant Ford were 
f charged with an offence under section 121 of the 
Railway Act, has been allowed to be compounded on the accused tendering an 
expression of their regret for what occurred, as the offence was a cognis- 
able one. The journal, moreover, doubts the legality of this procedure and 
wonders if it would have been followed if the accused had been Indians. 

In a subsequent issue the Bengalee writes that Lieutenant Ford wrote a 
letter of apology to the District Traffic Superintendent, Sealdah, who 
accepted the apology tendered and pointed out in reply that it was the 
former’s servant who was originally the aggressor. If so, why is he not 
being dealt with according to law?, Henceforth it cannot be expected that 
any Eastern Bengal State Railway employé will have the courage to make 
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ants of military offcers conform to railway rules. - The journal 
— * the action of the District Traffic Superintendent as unwise as it is 
impolitic, for he does not hesitate to, surrender the duty he owes to his 
555 64. ‘The Amrita Bazar. Patrika’s Dacca correspondent speaking of the 
ee introduction of the new chaukidari system which is 

* being conducted by Mr. Savage, and certain inci- 
dents connected therewith, especially the election of a president of the 
Subhadya Union, fears that the way in which the new. system is bei 
worked will foster an ; spirit among the influential villagers, Babu 
Parbati Nath Das, a retired Sub-Inspector of Police, was unanimously voted as 
President of the Subhadya Union by the villagers, as he commanded their 
implicit confidence, but nevertheless they were told that his name would be 
considered along with those of other suitable candidates. The villagers are 
anxiously awaiting the result, as they do not wish that a Government servant 
should be elected as president of the union. If, however, their selection is 
not confirmed by the local authorities, then there is no doubt that the new 
chaukidari system will be regarded as a new engine of oppression. 

65. The Burdwan correspondent of the Bengalee complains that the 
people of Burdwan are quite disturbed in mind on 
account of the recent serious outbreak of thefts 
and burglaries in the town, and suggests that some mounted policemen should 
be appointed to patrol the streets at nights and that the Municipality should 
increase the number of lamps in the town and see that they are regularly 
hghted. 

' 66. The Bengalee holds up Mr. Corbett’s vigilance and efficiency asa 
pattern to all ranks of police officers. It relates 
The vigilance of Mr. Corbett, that when Mr. Corbett, District Superintendent of 
a or Police, Tippera, went to Chandpur on inspection, he 
75 determined to see with his own eyes how the 
constables performed their respective duties. He accordingly went his rounds 
at midnight and the first man he came across was a khalast who was running so 
fast as to excite his suspicion. He stopped bim and, on being satisfied of his 
innocence, allowed his to proceed. Scarcely, however, had the khalast gone a 
hundred yards when he was arrested by a constable and taken to an empty 
house on the roadside, where he was warned that if he did not pay something 
he would be challaned as a bad character who had been caught in the act of 
house-breaking. The District Superintendent of Police, who followed the 
ty overheard all that transpired, and arrested the constable, who was put on 
is trial and sentenced to three months’ rigorous imprisonment. 

The journal earnestly hopes that all District Superintendents of Police 
would make it a point of moving about incognito, as it would greatly improve the 
efficiency of the entire force and promote the welfare of the people. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


67. A correspondent writing to the Amrita Bazar Patria from Krish- 
nagar complains of the great hardship to which 
and suitors, pleaders and others are subjected owing to 
Mr. McBlaine, the District Judge, not attending 
his Court regularly, but despairs of any change for the better ever coming over 
Mr. McBlaine. Grave charges were e against him, but neither the High 
Court nor the Government of Bengal took any notice of them, and what is still 
more disheartening to the people of Krishnagar is that he threatens to be a 

permanent fixture there! 
68. The Amrita Basar Patria writes that the criminal prosecution or 


rather persecution of Miss Abasi, her brother 

som 89 . Mr. Mahabat, and others on a most frivolous charge of 

_ kidnapping certain girls for immoral purposes, 

constitutes the latest achievement of Mr. Forrester, the Officiating District 

ee of Gaya. On receipt of certain information, Mahabat, it appears, was 

2 arged with causing a breach of the peace. He admitted the charge, but said 
hat the disturbance was due to certain people who owed him rent having 


away to Lucknow to evade the law. A regular complaint was then filed by 


Crime in Burdwan. 


Mr. McBlaine, District 
Session Judge, Nadia. 


191 


Mahabat ugainst these persons, a warrant issued for their arrest, and they were 
accordingly brought down to Gaya. The case was tried by the Joint Magis. 
trate, and the plea urged by the defence was that Mahabat and his sister tried 
to entice away some girls belonging to their party for immoral purposes, and 
failing in their efforts hed, as a last resource, prosecuted them on a charge of riot. 
The Joint Magistrate believed the defence story and acquitted the accused, 
sentencing Mahabat to a term of imprisonment which was afterwards commuted 
to a fine. The matter should have rested here, says the Pairtka, but Inspector 
Rees, of the Gaya Police, fired with a zeal for protecting suffering humanity, 
took up the cause of the dancing girls concerned in the above case and suddenly 
surrounded the house of Abasi and her brother and arrested them. The 
accused were quite innocent of having committed any offence and applied to 
the District Magistrate for bail, but this was refused. They then moved the 
Sessions Judge, and when the pleader for the defence related the circumstances 
under which the arrest was made there was a roar of laughter, for it transpired 
that the girls were not, as was supposed, kidnapped by the accused, but brought 
to Gaya under a warrant of arrest! They were accordingly released on bail, 
and when the case was committed to the Sessions, the Judge recognising the 


absurdity of the prosecution adopted the unusual course of referring it to the 


High Court for quashing the commitment. The Hon’ble Judges, however, 
refused to interfere at that early stage, so that the accused had to undergo all 
the hardships of a criminal trial, which ultimately resulted in their acquittal. 
All’s well that ends well, says the journal, but nevertheless it should be 
a matter for serious consideration whether the District Magistrate should not be 


held responsible for the unnecessary trouble and expense to which the accused 


have been put. 

69. The Bengalee draws attention to the case of the Darjeeling pony- 
dealer who was severely assaulted by Drummer 
Young and Private Lunt of the Royal Scots 
Fusiliers on his merely demanding the return of 
the ponies which the accused had hired from him, and repeats that a gross 
failure of justice has taken place. Mr. Hignell, the trying Magistrate, admitted 
that the complainant and his witnesses had given their evidence “in a streight- 
forward manner,” and-drew attention to material inconsistencies and improbabili- 
ties in the theory set up by the accused, but nevertheless he acquitted the 
accused on the ground that the defence could not be regarded us completely 
satisfactory, the occurrence having taken place “rather late in the evening!“ 
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, however, called on the Commissioner of 
the Rajshahi Division for a report on the case, and the latter is said to have 
admitted that the acquittal was not sustainable on the evidence. Here then 


The Darjeeling pony-dealer's 
case. 


is a clear case of a miscarriage of justice, and the Bengalee earnestly hopes that 


the Bengal Government will not shrink from appealing against the acquittal. 


(d) - Aduca tion. 


70. The Amrita Bazar Patrita considers it strange that one of the days 
oF fixed for holding the Entrance Examination of 1905 
* Entrance Examination of is the 4th March, on which date the Hindu festival 
| of Sivaratri falls. Many of the candidates are 
expected to fast on this occasion, so that a more unsuitable day could not have 
been selected. The journal points out that the F.A. and B.A. examinations 
were postponed for a fortnight last year on account of a Muhammadan festival, 
and hopes that the authorities will make a similar arrangement to meet the 
requirements of the present case. : 
71. The Bengalee points out that the Act transferring the Central 
3 Provinces and the Berars from the jurisdiction of 
the Calcutta University to that of the Allahabad 
University, will operate withgreat hardship on those students who have the mis- 
fortune to fail at the ensuing examinations of the Calcutta University as they will 
either have to enter some college in Calcutta or take up the entirely different 
curriculum of the Allahabad University. The former entails a degree of expense 
which everyone may not be able to afford, and the latter means the preparation 
in six months of a course which is spread over a couple of years -a feat too 
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prodigious to be achieved by the average student. It will thus happen that the 
present year will terminate the University careers of not a few students of 
the Nagpur colleges—a contingency which must have escaped the attention of 
the framers of the Act. Can nothing be done to save these victims of thought- 


less legislation ? 


( Local Self-Government and Municipa! Administration. 


72. The Indian Mirror is glad to find that the Committee appointed to 
report upon the working of the existing septic 
tank installations have arrived at the conclusion 
that unless effluents are subjected to bacteriological purification, it is potentially 
dangerous to discharge them into a river whose water 1s needed for drinking 
oses. 
N 73. Truth (Howrah) complains that a tank situated in a crowded locality 
in the vicinity of Ramkristopore Bazar has recently 
been filled with street-sweepings and the consequence 
is that it emits an objectionable odour, The — points out that, contrary 
to sanitary rules, a coating of earth has not been spread over the surface in 
order to suppress any obnoxious effluvia, and it draws the attention of the 
Municipality to this neglect of duty, more especially when an outbreak of 
plague and cholera is apprehended. 


74. The Bengalee points out that while landing passes which remained in 

force for four days only were issued to straw 

A grievance of the straw merchants, no such restriction of time was imposed 
merchants of Bagbazar. ‘ 2 

on merchants when clearing their goods from 

steamers or flats, and the former accordingly petitioned the Vice- Chairman to 

extend to them a similiar privilege and allow their passes to remain in force 

until all their straw was cleared. As their petition has not elicited _ reply 

from that authority, the straw merchants have addressed a similar appeal to the 

Chairman, and the Bengalee hopes that it will meet with the sympathetic treat- 

ment it deserves. 


75. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that the case instituted by the 
ek illite Cian Calcutta Corporation against Shyam Charan Pal 
en in which judgment has recently been passed 
by the High Court, bears further testimony of the scandalous and irresponsible 
way in which the rate-payers’ money is being wasted. In his 2 the 
Chief Justice deplores the want of supervision which makes such reckless 
expenditure over useless litigation possible, for according to His Lordship's own 
estimate the Corporation could have spent nothing under Rs. 8, 000 on this 
suit. What a sad commentary ou the working of the Corporation which has 
persistently been cried down, but to no effect! The Patrika wonders how 
Sir Andrew Fraser is going to reconcile this judgment with the glowing 
Government Resolution on the working of the Municipality during 1903-04, 


76. The Bengalee complains that there is not a single good road in 

the village of Bognapara, Kalna subdivision, 
district Burdwan, while the road which connects it 
with Kalna is a kutcha one, and becomes almost impassable during the rainy 
season. The traffic on this road is very considerable, and as it is only three 
miles in length, it is difficult to understand why the District Board have 
allowed it to fall into disrepair. The residents of Bagnapara and the adja- 
cent villages have petitioned the local authorities on the subject, and the 
journal hopes that their grievance will be speedily removed. 


77. The Amrita Bazar Patrita's Bankipore correspondent writes that 


although plague has broken out in an epidemic form 
ane of plague in Banki: the Municipality is perfectly inactive “oud is doing 

f nothing whatever to arrest the further progress 
of the disease. The Native” quarter of the town is sadly neglected owing 
to lack of supervision and am insufficiency of the men in the Conservancy 
Department. Again, when a plague case actually occurs, no measures whatever 
are taken to ensure the clothing, etc., of the deceased being destroyed. With 
such laxity, can the disease possibly be eradicated ? 


Septic tanks. 


A public nuisance. 


The Bagnapara Road. 
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78. The Bengalee hopes that the District Board of Hooghly will reconsidér 
their decision with regard to the building of a 
public ght at the Pulta Ferry towards which 
object a certain Hindu lady gave a sum of Rs. 5,000, and not levy a con- 
tribution of 124 per cent. on the cost of the work as the charge for supervision. 
The rule in ordinary cases may be a very good one, but there is no rule which 
does not admit of an exception, and the present case is eminently one which 
merits exceptional treatment. | 


A toll on charity. 


()- General. 


79. The Indian Mirror reminds Lord Curzon that if England has no 

Department of Commerce and Industry, it is because 

a of Commerco and Ministers in England have not the free handling of 

: other people’s money like His Excellency and dare 

not for fear of the tax-payer indulge in the luxury of riding hobby horses 

of their own. It is because the Indian tax-pa) er has no voice in the spend- 

ing of his own money that it is possible for a Viceroy to create new de- 

partments in this country and new offices with higher pay for some. of the 
officials under him. 

80. The same journal returns to the subject of the new Department of 
; Industry and Commerce, in which the Vicero 

* takes such a fatherly interest. Who knows, it 
says, it may share the fate of the Department of Agriculture which, too, 
was called into being with a great flourish of trumpets and ended in failure 
in spite of the very able man who was placed at its head? Mr. Hewett 
starts on his work under far less happy circumstances. Unlike Sir Edward 
Buck, he knows very little or nothing of his subject. 

81. The Indian Mirror assures the Government that if a Bill for the pro- 
tection of minor girls from a life of sin and im- 
morality be drafted and put on the legislative 
anvil, it would pass into law without any — whatever. | 

It bemoans the absence of any indigenous association having for its 
object the reclamation of the waifs and strays of society. Such homes are 
not rare in England and other countries of Europe. India is sadly in need of 
men of action to found these institutions. . 

82. There is no reason, says the Indian Mirror, to give way to despair 
over the question of the partition of Bengal. Just 
and legitimate rights demanded by the firm, 
unfaltering voice of a united people, can never be resisted nor revoked, The 
Bengalis should not, therefore, relax their efforts for a moment, but should 
continue their agitation with redoubled vigour and energy and concert 
measures for enlisting public sympathy in England. The deputation of 
Indian representatives to England should be able to make its appearance on 
the eve of the General Election, England is the final tribunal of appeal in 
Indian matters and her awakening should be undertaken by the Indian people 
themselves. She is great and just, and some day she will assuredly grant 
the prayers of her loyal and devoted subjects in India. 

83. The Bengalee hastens to undeceive the Goverament if it is under the 

1 delusion that the new scheme of creating two 
n Lieutenant-Governorships is more acceptable than 
the original one of transferring certain districts to Assam. They are both 
equally unpopular, for they both have for their object the ultimate annihilation 
of the Bengali nation. 
Continuing, the journal writes that nothing could be more reasonable 
than the resolutions of the recent Conference praying that if the partition 
scheme has undergone any expansion or modification, the modified proposals 
should be laid before the public before any final decision is arrived at, 
more especially when the original scheme was unreservedly communicated to 
the people. To burke a discussion at this stage would be a pitiful exhibition 
of weakness and the entire project must stand self-condemned. If, however, 
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the scheme has in no way been altered, why should not the Government make 
an authoritative announcement to this effect; knowing as it does that its 
persistent attitude of reserve is most disquieting to the people? 
84. Tust writes that it is perfectly clear that the project of dividing 
pre e. Boengal was set on foot not so much with the object 
The partition of Bengal. of lessening the burden of the Lieutenant-Governor 
as of increasing the importance of Assam in general and of the port of 
Chittagong in particular. It is necessary, therefore, that the leaders of the 
people should help the Government as far as possible with thoughtful sugges. 
tions, instead of running away with the wild idea that the object of Govern- 
ment is nothing more or less than dividing the Bengalis as a ple. They 
should try and point out other ways of strengthening the Assam Administration 
than at the expense of the Bengalis, and always remember that it is as 
essential for the Government to sympathise with the people as it is for the 
people to sympathise with the Government. The journal accordingly exhorts 
the leaders of the people to consider the question in its proper light and help 
the Government to arrive at a decision which would be welcomed by 


all parties. 3 


85. The Amrita Bazar Patrika congratulates the people of the Central 
‘Provinces on their new Chief Commissioner, as he 
Mr. J. O. Miller's appointment ig an able, industrious, and sympathetic official. 
„ The journal goes on to remark that the 
Baik Central Provinces, though a backward charge, has 
always been lucky in its rulers, many of whom subsequently became 
Lieutenant-Governors of Bengal, but such is the fate of the latter province 
that, with the single exception of Sir Richard Temple, every one of the 
Chief Commissioners proved themselves to be very different men as Lieutenant- 
Governors. Sir Richard Temple inaugurated an elective system by which 
the administration of the Calcutta 1 was placed in the hands of the 
representatives of the people, but Sir John Wood burn destroyed this excellent 
system and thoroughly officialised the Corporation. Sir Andrew Fraser also 
has not begun well, but it is earnestly hoped that he will prove as much a 
benefactor to the people of Bengal as he did to those of the Central 
Provinces. ae : : 
86. Adverting to the 2 that the latitude given in the rules 
C the recruitment of the Provincial Executive 
the Provincial Executive Service. Service to the Syndicate in the selection of six 
| distinguished candidates will give scope to much 
pie canvassing and favouritism, which will ultimately defeat the end the 
ieutenant-Governor has in view, the Indian Mirror says that the public might 
rest assured that the Syndicate by reason of their position will never be 
able to do anything which would bring discredit to the University in the 
matter of their nominations. Sir Andrew Fraser's new rules are well calculated 
to give students an impetus to obtain high University distinctions and lead 
moral lives. As for Commissioners’ nominations ‘affecting the development 
of a healthy spirit of independence, the journal does not think that the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s plan will offer any fresh obstacle to the growth of 
this spirit, as it will be chiefly candidates belonging to old aristocratic families 
or in any way related to high Government officials or zamindars reduced to 
straitened circumstances that will hanker after nominations and be losers in 
this respect, if, indeed, the loss of the spirit of independence is regarded by 
them as a real loss. se ae 
87. The Behar News writes that at first Beharis themselves welcomed the 
eee ‘abolition of the competitive test, as it: afforded 
| them a better chance of obtaining appointments 
as Deputy Collectors, but it is doubtful whether this will really be the case in 
view of clause (d), rule 8 of the new regulations, which lays down that every 
candidate nominated by a Commissioner must be domiciled in his Division. 
Do Bengali sojourners in Bihar come under the classification of domiciled 
Beharis? If so, the object of Government to further the interests of the 
backward communities must be defeated. The journal accordingly urges 
upon the consideration of Government the necessity for filling up a consider- 
ably larger proportion of appointments in Bihar by natives of the province. 
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88. The Amrita Basar Patrika writes that the new aue en system 
: which is being gradually introdu into the 
L ee of village Gov- vuribus districts of Bengal is destined: to failure so 
ws gas ha ae long as the. sanitary: conditions of the rural areas 
are not improved. Disease and pestilence, together with a variety of other 
causes, notably want of good drinking water, have driven to the towns the 
better classes who used to reside in the villages, leaving a comparatively 
illiterate’ population behind, destitute of any recognised ‘leaders. Thus, the 
first duty of the Government is to make the villages habitable by establishing 
a wholesome drinking-water. supply, good drainage, schools, and dispensaries. 
This would attract many retired Government officials and others who would far 
rather live in their native villages and thus a superior element commanding 
the respect and the confidence of the village community would be * 
Such a condition is indispensable to the success of the new panchayét, system, 
and the Government should therefore do all in their power to bring it about by 
the above means. | 3 


III.—LIOISLATION. 


89. The Hindoo Patriot urges on the Government the importance and 

te tes 2 reasonableness of the prayer of the Calcutta 

K e mn Temperance Federation, contained in their memorial 

to the effect that, pending the passing of the Bengal Excise Bill, licenses for 

the sale of alcoholic liquors to be granted in Calcutta ut the next licensing 

settlement in March 1905, may be issued for one year instead of the usual 
period of three years. EM 


— 


VI.—MIsceLLANEOUS. 


90. The Indian Mirror writes that though Lord Curzon was very courteous 
Se in his reply declining an interview to Sir Henry 
c_Lhe National Congress and the. Cotton, the course adopted by His Excellency 
es ne als ers ot Was quite inconsistent with his treatment of the 
733 delegates to the Conference held at the instance 


of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. Not only were the delegates honoured 


with a dinner at Government House, but a member of the Viceroy’s Executive 
Council was allowed to open the proceedings of the Conference with an 
inaugural address. In the language of His Excellency himself, the Mirror asks 
‘whether the course adopted by him towards the Conference of the European 
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Chambers of Commerce has not been at variance with that pursued by the 


whole of his predecessors”? and has not created a precedent which some or 
other of his successors might not desire to follow.” His Excellency’s treatment 
of the two public bodies has been singularly inconsistent, and the invidious 
distinction made has aroused the dissatisfaction of the educated community 
throughout the country and has confirmed the notion that India is governed 
more in the interest of a handful of European traders and capitalists than the 
mass of the population, Who can deny after this that the Chambers of 
9 * other bodies representing Anglo-Indian interests, really rule 
e country 7 ET Te ee : 

91. "The Indian Mirror says it is impossible to do too much _ honour to 

| Sir Henry Cotton, who sacrificed a Lieutenant- 


Sir Henry Cotton entertained at 32 : avensn' 
Bivins Governorship ‘in order to win a governorship 


. 


and Lady Fraser. The ruler of Bengal has thus identified himself with the 


people of the Province in doing honour to Sir Henry Cotton. This is as it 


should be, and it says much for His Honour’s liberality and broadmindedness. 


INDIAN Minnon, 
llth Jan. 1906. 


390. a2) ’ ; oyer the hearts of our people.” The journal is 
accordingly glad to learn that a dinner was given to Sir Henry by Sir Andrew 


92. The same journal contrasts the treatment accorded to Sir Henry flunian Mino. 


f NR 4 a * 42 Sei > 
Sir Henry Cofton in Assam- 
11 ea a se ieee 


* 


favourites in the public service of the Province. 


- Cotton at Belvedere with the scant courtesy with 
een which he was received by the Hon’ble Mr. Fuller, 
the Chief Commissioner of Assam. This of course would be no news to those 
who are aware of the Chief Commissioner’s particular dislike of Sir H. Cotton’s 
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93. The Indian Mirror laments the fact that the Bengake and Amrita 
Bazar Pairika should have chosen to fall. out 
The Bengalee and Amrita Barar over the Town Hall Conference on the parti- 
re tion question. If any subject ever called for 
unanimity and the sinking of all personal differences, it is this mischievous 
proposal regarding the dismemberment of Bengal. And yet because the 
editors of the papers in question do not love one another and are divided 
by commercial rivalry, they must deny each other the commonest amenities 
of life even in a question of this kind. When shall we learn, exclaims the 
Mirror, that if we really desire to honour Sir Henry Cotton, we should not be 
content with merely giving him addresses and dinners, but make an earnest 
attempt to practise in connection with our everyday life the lessons of wisdon 
which he preached in his Bombay address. Bengal presents a most deplorable 
sight in this respect and the sooner it mends the better. 

93. The Indian Mirror characterises Sir Henry Cotton’s address at the 
Partition Conference at the Town Hall as wise, 
thoughtful, and inspiring, every sentence of which 
came rolling to the audience like a flash of lighting, 
to show them the way out of the slough of despond into which they had 
fallen. It was an address which might have fallen from the lips of Sri 
Krishna to raise the drooping spirits of the Pandavas in their cheerless exile.” 

The constructive scheme put forward by Sir Henry needs a thorough 
discussion by public bodies, and is certainly less objectionable than the one 
which is now under the consideration of the Government. 

Meanwhile, the Indian poople cannot be too grateful to Sir Henry Cotton 
for his words of hope and encouragement. Agitation should therefore he 
the watchword of Bengal. God willing, the Bengalis should come to their 
reward. | | 

94, The Bengalee hears that on the occasion of Sir Henry Cotton’s visit 

to Gauhati every means was adopted by the 
mene ae Se Ee: Chief Commissioner to stifle popular enthusiasm. 
Orders were actually issued to the local officials to abstain from visiting or 
showing any attention whatever to their late Chief, and perhaps most surpris- 
ing of all was that the boys of the Cotton College were told by their Principal 
that if they waited on Sir Henry they would do so “on their own respon- 
sibility.” The reception he got at Dhubri, which was not announced as one 
of his halting-places and where he was unexpectedly forced. to stay owing to 
having missed the railway connection, was very different indeed. Nothing 
could have exceeded the cordiality of the higher as well as the subordinate 
officials. What will happen to these delinquents when Mr. Fuller comes to hear 
of their conduct? The public, however, earnestly hope that he will have 
received a smart rap over the knuckles before he has another opportunity of 
adding to his folly. 

95. Tho Amrita Bazar Patrika considers that it would be a sheer waste of 
time and energy to send a deputation to England 
at the present moment, when the British public are 
entirely engrossed with their own affairs, It is rather sceptical of the success 
of such a mission at any time unless it is certain of favourable recognition in 
in fluential circles, Some fifteen years ago a similar experiment was tried with 
little or no success, so what good can possibly be derived from the present 
mission with no force to back it? If Mr. Brodrick refuses to receive the 
deputation, the Morning Leader may possibly cry shame, but then there is the 
Times who will extol the Secretary of State’s action! The Pairska accordingly 
urges that the idea should be abandoned for the present, as it is one of India’s 
trump cards and should not be uselessly thrown away. 

96. The Amrita Bazar Pairika writes that in a sober and forcible 


W ** Mr. Gokhale has undisputably proved that 


f i growing prosperity of India is an absolute 
myth, inasmuch as the immense cash balances which the Government of India 


have been proclaiming for the past six years have been derived purely from 
enhanced taxation and the depreciation of silver, and cannot therefore be 
regarded as an index to the resources of the people, The journal explains 
that it is not the depreciation of silver that has ruined India, but the fact that 
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she has to pay her gold debts in England with this depreciated silver. Now 
if these debts were in silver, India would have gained and not lost. 
Nor is this all. The members of the Civil and other services were 
pve paid in silver, but they are now practically paid in gold. Thus if 
an official was paid Rs. 2,000 before, he has now to be paid no less than 
Rs. 2,500. Thus the poor Indian tax-payer has not only to pay an increasing 
quantity of silver to the tune of ten or twelve crores of rupees annually to 
meet the Home Charges or the gold debts in England, but also a very large 
amount as salaries to Government officers. : 
But the great evil that has followed the depreciation of silver is that the 
uncoined silver which forms the wealth of the vast majority of Indians has 
been reduced in value almost by one-half, and formerly where they could get 
Rs. 10 for ten tolas of silver they cannot now get even Ra. 6! 
The question which naturally occurs to the public mind, says the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika, is that if the Government can show such large surpluses, 
why do they not apply them to the reduction of public debts or to the repeal 
or remission of taxes instead of wasting money on useless military 
expeditions ? | 
97. Every Viceroy of India, writes the Bengalee, was popular with at least Bie. 
one of the two races in India, but Lord Curzon zen. 1004. 
Lord Curson's second term of has earned the unenviable distinction of being 
er equally unpopular with both. His N wage fl 
recent actions, however, are placing him on very good terms with the Anglo- 
Indian community. Formerly Lord Curzon showed a distinct penchant for 
English experts, and even the Educational Department was saddled with a 
Director-General from home, but the recent appointments of Messrs. Hewett 
and Baker will, no doubt, popularise His Excellency with the Services. Next 
there is the banquet to the delegates of the European Chambers of Commerce. 
Lord Curzon hesitated and declined to receive the President of the Indian 
National Congress, but he. invited the mercantile critics of Government to 
dinner and made a peo speech. This is a point scored with the non - official 
community. Thus Lord Curzon’s administration appears to be getting popular 
with one class of people at least, but it is not improbuble that his — term of 
office will remain an unfinished chapter of Indian history, as there is every sign 
that the Liberals will soon come into power. 
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